RADICAL TENDERNESS IS ...
A LIVING MANIFESTO WRITTEN BY DANI D'EMILIA AND DANIEL B. CHAVEZ

RADICAL TENDERNESS IS TO BE CRITICAL AND LOVING, AT THE SAME TIME
RADICAL TENDERNESS IS TO UNDERSTAND HOW TO USE STRENGTH AS A CARESS

RADICAL TENDERNESS IS TO KNOW HOW TO ACCOMPANY ONE ANOTHER, AMONG FRIENDS
AND LOVERS, AT DIFFERENT DISTANCES AND SPEEDS

RADICAL TENDERNESS IS WRITING THIS TEXT AT THE SAME TIME, FROM TWO FARAWAY
CONTINENTS

...FROM THE SAME BED
WRITING WHILST CARESSING

RADICAL TENDERNESS IS TO KNOW TO SAY ‘“NO’

IS TO CARRY THE WEIGHT OF ANOTHER BODY AS IF IT WERE YOUR OWN

...IS TO SHARE SWEAT WITH A STRANGER

RADICAL TENDERNESS IS TO DANCE AMONG DISSIDENT BODIES IN A WORKSHOP

...TO BE COMPLETELY OVERWHELMED AND MAINTAIN OUR SMILES AND CELEBRATIONS

RADICAL TENDERNESS IS TO ALLOW YOURSELF TO BE SEEN; TO ALLOW YOURSELF TO BE
TAKEN

RADICAL TENDERNESS IS TO NOT COLLAPSE IN THE FACE OF OUR CONTRADICTIONS

RADICAL TENDERNESS IS TO NOT ALLOW OUR EXISTENTIAL DEMONS TO BECOME
PERMANENT CYNICISM

IT IS TO NOT ALWAYS BE THE SAME, LAS MISMAS, LOS MISMOS, LES MISMES
IS TO EMBODY IN LAK'ECH

BECAUSE YOU ARE MY OTHER ME

AND VICE VERSA

RADICAL TENDERNESS IS TO NOT BE AFRAID OF FEAR

RADICAL TENDERNESS IS TO LIVE EPHEMERAL LOVE

IS TO INVENT OTHER TEMPORALITIES

RADICAL TENDERNESS IS TO EMBRACE FRAGILITY



IS TO CONFRONT OTHERS' NEUROSIS WITH CREATIVITY

RADICAL TENDERNESS IS TO EMBODY PERFORMATIVE GESTURES THAT YOU WOULD
NORMALLY REJECT

RADICAL TENDERNESS IS TO ASSUME LEADERSHIP WHEN YOUR COMMUNITY ASKS IT OF YOU,
ALTHOUGH YOU MAY NOT KNOW WHAT TO DO, OR HOW TO DO IT!

RADICAL TENDERNESS IS TO LEND YOUR GUTS TO OTHERS

IS TO WEAR YOUR LOVER'S PUSSY AS A BEARD

IS TO RISK LOVING AGAINST THE GRAIN

RADICAL TENDERNESS IS TO BELIEVE IN THE ARCHITECTURE OF AFFECTS

IS TO FIND ONE ANOTHER FROM THE MUSCLES CLOSEST TO THE BONE

IS TO BELIEVE IN THE POLITICAL EFFECT OF INTERNAL MOVEMENTS

RADICAL TENDERNESS IS TO NOT INSIST ON BEING THE CENTER OF ATTENTION
IS TO HAVE PERIPHERAL VISION; TO BELIEVE IN WHAT CANNOT BE SEEN
RADICAL TENDERNESS IS TO TURN A TREMOR INTO A DANCE AND A SIGH INTO A MANTRA
IS TO DISSENT WITH MAXIMUM RESPECT

...TO TRANSIT IN SPACES YOU DO NOT UNDERSTAND

RADICAL TENDERNESS IS TO ACCEPT THE AMBIGUOUS

IS TO NOT INITIATE ALL THOUGHT BY NAVEL GAZING

IS TO BREAK WITH AFFECTIVE PATTERNS, WITHOUT CLEAR EXPECTATIONS
RADICAL TENDERNESS IS TO SHARE DREAMS, WILDNESS

TO TUNE IN WITH, NOT JUST EMPATHIZE WITH

IT IS TO FIND A GALAXY IN THE EYES OF ANOTHER AND NOT BREAK THE GAZE
TO READ THE BODY OF ANOTHER AS A PALIMPSEST

RADICAL TENDERNESS IS TO CHANNEL IRRESISTIBLE ENERGIES AND CONVERT THEM INTO
UNTAIMABLE EMBODIMENTS

IS TO ACTIVATE SENSORIAL MEMORY
IS TO RECOGNIZE THE OTHER BY THEIR SCENT
RADICAL TENDERNESS IS TO FEEL THE POSSIBILITY IN EVERY DOUBT

IS TO ALLOW YOURSELF TO BE PIERCED BY THE UNKNOWN



RADICAL TENDERNESS IS TO GIVE A NARCISSIST THE OPTION OF ADAPTING OR RE-
THINKING THEIR POSITION

RADICAL TENDERNESS IS TO EMBRACE THORNS
RADICAL TENDERNESS IS TO COEXIST WITH LACK
IS TO FACE THINGS HEAD ON BY LOOKING AT THEM FROM THE LOVE OF WANTING TO SEE

IS TO SUSTAIN OURSELVES FROM DISTINCT PLACES THOUGH NOT ALL OF THEM ARE
‘BEAUTIFUL’

RADICAL TENDERNESS IS A CONCEPT THAT IS APPROPRIABLE AND EVER-CHANGING
RADICAL TENDERNESS IS SOMETHING
THAT IS NOT NECESSARY

TO DEFINE

RADICAL TENDERNESS IS A TERM THAT WE DISCOVERED THROUGH WORKING AS PART OF THE PERFORMANCE COLLECTIVE LA
POCHA NOSTRA. AS PERFORMANCE ARTISTS AND EDUCATORS EX-MEMBERS OF THE TROUPE, WITH THIS MANIFESTO WE WANT TO
HONOR ITS ORIGIN AND ITS CONTINUOUS REVERBERATION IN PROJECTS WE ARE ENGAGED WITH AROUND THE GLOBE. THIS
VERSION WAS CREATED THROUGH AN ONLINE POETIC JAM STARTED IN 2015, AS PART OF DANI'S RESEARCH ON RADICAL
TENDERNESS WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF HER MA AT THE INDEPENDENT STUDIES PROGRAM (MACBA, BARCELONA). WE ASKED
OURSELVES: WHAT DOES RADICAL TENDERNESS MEAN FOR US, IN OUR LIVES AND WORK WITHIN AND OUTSIDE OF LPN? CAN
TENDERNESS BE RADICAL? CAN RADICAL BE TENDER?

WE WISH TO THANK ALL WHO HAVE BEEN PART OF THIS JOURNEY WIT US, PARTICULARLY THE FOUNDERS OF LA POCHA NOSTRA
WHO BEGAN USING THE TERM IN THE 90S, THE VARIOUS ARTISTS THAT HAVE WORKED WITH THE TROUPE THROUGHOUT THE YEARS
AND ALL WHO HAVE PARTICIPATED IN THE MULTIPLE PERFORMANCE-PEDAGOGY WORKSHOPS IN WHICH WE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO
EXPLORE RADICAL TENDERNESS FROM DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES AND PRACTICES.

DANI AND DANIEL ARE PERFORMANCE ARTISTS, TRANSFEMINIST ACTIVISTS AND EDUCATORS. SINCE MEETING IN 2011 THEY HAVE
COLLABORATED ON SEVERAL TRANSCONTINENTAL PERFORMANCE AND PEDAGOGICAL PROJECTS AS CORE MEMBERS OF LA POCHA
NOSTRA UNTIL 2016 (DANI FROM 2011, DANIEL FROM 2014) AND PROYECTO INMISCUIR BETWEEN 2015-17.
WWW.DANIDEMILIA.COM / WWW.DCCPERFORMANCE.COM




