
 E[ceUSWV fUom ChUonicleV of Ma\ 1968

 (SelecWed AUWicleV OUiginall\ PXbliVhed BeWZeen 11-20 Ma\
 1968 in Whe FUench neZVSaSeU LibdUaWion)

 EdiWoU'V NoWe: The folloZing aUWicleV aUe e[ceUSWed fUom
 ChUonicleV of Ma\ 1968, EdiWionV RiYageV.

 "I Become a CombaWanW; We Man a BaUUicade"
 Romain GoXSil, LibDUaWion, 11 Ma\ 1968.

 SeYeUal hXndUed VecondaU\ Vchool VWXdenWV aUe gaWheUed in Whe

 coXUW\aUd of Whe L\c6e VolWaiUe. Facing Whem, I am aboXW Wo gUeeW
 Whem ZiWh m\ XVXal "comUadeV!" ImmediaWel\, WheUe iV ZhiVWling
 and \elling. PeUSle[ed, I WXUn aUoXnd Wo Vee Zho behind me meUiWV
 VXch jeeUing. No one. I UeSeaW, "comUadeV!" and am meW ZiWh Whe
 Vame jeeUV. So I begin again, WhiV Wime WU\ing "m\ deaU fUiendV!"
 TheUe iV aSSlaXVe and Zild laXghWeU fUom Whe VWXdenWV. NoZ I haYe
 WheiU aWWenWion....

 We SaVV WhUoXgh Whe hallV of Whe Vchool inWeUUXSWing claVVeV
 befoUe Ueaching Whe neighboUing Vchool, When Whe giUl'V Vchool
 ZheUe Whe\ oSen WheiU dooUV Wo XV, When Whe ne[W. We UeaVVemble all
 Whe VWXdenWV and inYiWe Whem Wo gaWheU aW Place DenfeUW-RocheUeaX.
 OXU idea iV Wo haYe all Whe VecondaU\ Vchool VWXdenWV in Whe ciW\
 aUUiYe WheUe in one oUgani]ed maUch. ThiV iV eaVieU Vaid Whan done.
 BXW Ze manage moUe oU leVV Wo conYeUge all Whe VmalleU SUoceVVionV
 inWo one imSUeVViYe maVV of VecondaU\ Vchool VWXdenWV WhaW
 eYenWXall\ UeacheV Place DenfeUW-RocheUeaX. We nXmbeU aUoXnd
 10,000 VWXdenWV-fUom 14 Wo 17 \eaUV old-among Whe WoWal of
 20,000 demonVWUaWoUV. ThiV changeV eYeU\Whing.

 CXUioXVl\ enoXgh, WhiV immenVe mobili]aWion doeV noW Veem all
 WhaW e[WUaoUdinaU\ Wo me. AV a miliWanW foU Whe SaVW WZo \eaUV in Whe
 JeXneVVeV CommXniVWeV RdYolXWionnaiUeV (JCR) [ReYolXWionaU\
 CommXniVW YoXWh-a TUoWVk\iWe gUoXS], I SaUWiciSaWed in a
 nXmbeU of leVV VSecWacXlaU, \eW effecWiYe, demonVWUaWionV
 aWWemSWing Wo VXVWain SeUmanenW XnUeVW. DXUing 1967, aboXW Vi[W\
 of XV oUgani]ed againVW Whe VieWnam WaU and foU Che and Whe
 Black PanWheUV. In DecembeU of 1967, Zhen Whe FoXcheW RefoUm
 damaged Whe XniYeUViW\ admiVVionV SUoceVV, I managed Wo lead a
 VWUike aW L\c6e CondoUceW, ZheUe I had begXn m\ Vecond \eaU. ThiV

 0 SoXWh CenWUal ReYieZ 16.4-17.1 (WinWeU 1999-SSUing 2000): 100-108.
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 led Wo m\ immediaWe e[SXlVion fUom Whe Vchool, SUoYoking a Vi]eable
 demonVWUaWion b\ Whe VWXdenWV. The\ demanded m\ Ue-admiWWance Wo Whe Vchool,
 bXW ZiWhoXW VXcceVV.

 ThiV iV Zh\ iW ZaV Vo eaV\ Wo dUaZ Whe l\c6e VWXdenWV inWo Whe moYemenW Zhen
 Whe monWh of Ma\ came. The idea of WeaUing doZn Whe "baUUack VchoolV" had
 alUead\ gained foUce. In PaUiV Whe VchoolV aUe noW co-edXcaWional, and iW iV
 imSoVVible Wo enWeU Whem if one haV long haiU, jeanV, and WenniV VhoeV. The diUW\
 SicWXUeV Ze cXW oXW of PaUiV-Holl\Zood haYe been UeWoXched and SXbic haiUV on Whe
 nXde Zomen eUaVed. The giUlV aUe eYen moUe UegimenWed. The\ haYe Wo ZeaU
 VmockV and aUe noW alloZed Wo ZeaU make-XS oU high-heelV. The l\c6eV aUe
 SUacWicall\ cloVed Wo Whe ZoUking claVV, Zho iV UelegaWed Wo Wechnical VchoolV oU
 aSSUenWiceVhiSV. The l\c6eV VeUYe Wo gUoom Whe eliWeV of Whe fXWXUe.

 The VcholaUl\ SaWh of liWeUaWXUe, UeflecWion, cUiWiTXe, and anal\ViV iV conVideUed
 Whe moVW noble. OXU WeacheUV, ofWen commXniVWV, engage XV in liYel\ SoliWical
 diVcXVVionV. AV gUeaW UeadeUV, WheUe'V noWhing Ze do noW knoZ aboXW Whe ZoUkeU'V
 moYemenW, Whe dicWaWoUVhiS of Whe SUoleWaUiaW, Whe UeYolXWionaU\ VWaWe,
 VSonWandiVme,' aUmed VWUXggle, and WeUUoUiVm. And eYen if Ze aUgXe among
 oXUVelYeV aV TUoWVk\iWeV, oU ZiWh Whe MaoiVWV oU anaUchiVWV, eYeU\one agUeeV on Whe
 denXnciaWion of Whe WUeaVonoXV UeYiVioniVm and degeneUaWe bXUeaXcUac\ of Whe
 CommXniVW PaUW\. AV one Yoice, Ze aUe alVo againVW Whe e[WUeme UighW miliWanWV,
 Uecogni]able b\ WheiU gUeen UaincoaWV, loafeUV, and Ra\-BanV. IW iV a XnifoUm, a
 VoUW of idenWificaWion code. On Whe oWheU hand, ZeaUing long haiU iV a Vign of
 Uebellion and WhiV haV led Wo a gUeaW debaWe beWZeen fanV of AnWoine and WhoVe of
 Johnn\ Hall\da\.4 TheUe aUe alVo Whe moUe Uadical BeaWleV and SWoneV fanV.
 The demonVWUaWion oUgani]eV aUoXnd Whe Lion aW DenfeUW ZiWh Whe XVXal diVSXWeV

 oYeU Whe TXeVWion of leadeUVhiS. The idea-a VoUW of JeUicho oSeUaWion--ZaV Wo
 VXUUoXnd Whe SoUbonne ZiWh a non-VWoS ViW-in XnWil Whe dooUV ZeUe oSened. BXW aV
 Whe demonVWUaWion moYeV gUadXall\ WoZaUdV Whe LaWin QXaUWeU, iWV Vi]e becomeV
 giganWic and XnconWUollable. The geneUal VWaff aUe liWeUall\ oYeUZhelmed. ThXV
 aUiVeV Whe idea of VeWWing XS a defenVe UaWheU Whan ViWWing on Whe gUoXnd like idioWV.
 I noWice a gX\ collecWing WhingV fUom a conVWUXcWion ViWe and anoWheU Zho beginV Wo
 SU\ Whe SaYing VWoneV fUom Whe VWUeeW ZiWh an iUon baU. IW'V in Whe midVW of WhiV
 abVolXWel\ cUa]\ VWUaWeg\ WhaW Whe baUUicadeV begin Wo UiVe, ofWen in dead-end VWUeeWV
 oU bXilW againVW Whe iUon fence of Whe LX[emboXUg GaUdenV. IncUedibl\, Whe coSV
 facing XV leaYe XV Wo bXild oXU baUUicadeV, and Ze Voon XndeUVWand Zh\: Ze'Ue all
 Vi[Ween \eaUV old, Whe age of WheiU oZn childUen. The SUefecWXUe haV alVo obYioXVl\
 giYen oUdeUV Wo aYoid confUonWaWion and noW Wo block off Whe enWiUe TXaUWeU, Wo leaYe
 eVcaSe UoXWeV oSen in Whe Solice lineV. The Solice aWWack VloZl\, fiUVW laXnching an
 enoUmoXV amoXnW of WeaU gaV gUenadeV. PeoSle WhUoZ ZaWeU fUom WheiU ZindoZV
 Wo helS diminiVh Whe effecW of Whe gaV. ThiV iV Zild. I become a combaWanW like
 eYeU\one elVe, manning fiUVW one baUUicade, When anoWheU .... AW 5:30 A.M., Whe
 TXaUWeU iV neaUl\ Uaked oYeU. The onl\ SeoSle Uemaining aUe Whe SUofeVVional
 bUaZleUV: boWWleV of gaVoline begin Wo aSSeaU WhaW haYe SUobabl\ been ViShoned oXW
 of SaUked caUV b\ Whe demonVWUaWoUV.

 ThoVe Zho noZ Uemain do noW Veem Wo be Whe childUen of Whe boXUgeoiVie, bXW

 WhoVe maUginali]ed \oXWhV fUom Whe ZoUking claVV VXbXUbV. WiWh da\bUeak, Ze
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 nXmbeU a handfXl manning a baUUicade on UXe ThoXin, neaU ConWUeVcaUSe. We
 haYe been Vo SUeoccXSied WhaW Ze haYen'W noWiced WhaW Whe TXaUWeU haV comSleWel\
 fallen inWo Whe handV of Whe Solice, and WhaW Whe\ aUe aSSUoaching XV fUom behind.

 A cU\ Wo flee goeV XS, and I Wake coYeU on Whe Uoof of Whe Ecole NoUmale SXSlUieXUe
 ZheUe I bUeak WhUoXgh a YenWilaWion gUaWe Wo dUoS WhUee meWeUV inWo an office beloZ.
 I VWa\ WheUe foU hoXUV, conYinced WhaW Whe coSV oXWVide haYe leW looVe like Whe\ did
 in 1961 Zhen all WhoVe AlgeUianV ZeUe WhUoZn inWo Whe Seine. I imagine alVo WhaW
 iW'V SeUhaSV Whe CommXne and WhaW eYeU\one iV lined XS ZiWh WheiU handV in Whe
 aiU. Then I YeU\ conVcienWioXVl\ ZaVh m\ handV.

 Romain GoXSil, Voon Wo be VeYenWeen \eaUV old, iV a VWXdenW aW Whe L\c?e
 VolWaiUe in PaUiV. He iV a miliWanW acWiYiVW in Whe JeXneVVeV CommXniVWeV

 RdYolXWionnaiUeV [JCR-ReYolXWionaU\ CommXniVW YoXWh] and foXndeU of Whe

 ComiWiV d'AcWion L\c?enV [CAL--SWXdenWAcWion CommiWWeeV].
 In 1998, Romain GoXSil iV a noYeliVW and filmmakeU. HiV laWeVWSXblicaWion iV A

 MoUW la MoUW!, JXlliaUd.

 "DUoS IW, Old Man"
 MaYiV GallanW, LibDUaWion, 12 Ma\ 1968.

 I liVWened Wo Whe nighWmaUiVh neZV dXUing Whe middle of Whe nighW. AUoXnd WZo
 o'clock, Zhen Whe oUdeU ZaV giYen b\ Whe ComSagnieV ReSXblicaineV de SecXUiW6V
 (CRS) [UioW Solice] "Wo UegUoXS and chaUge," I cUied Wo m\Velf, "no, noW WhaW!" I
 haYe neYeU Veen a "chaUging" of Whe baUUicadeV in SaUWicXlaU, bXW Zhen one haV
 Veen Whe Solice chaUge eYen once, iW iV VomeWhing one neYeU foUgeWV. The\ chaUge
 like hoUVeV, Veemingl\ inYincible. YeW, hoZ Whe \oXWhV aUe becoming bUaYe! UnWil
 noZ I had onl\ Veen Whem UXn.

 I finall\ fell aVleeS. I WhoXghW I had dUeamed, bXW on Whe eighW A.M. neZV (EXUoSe
 1) Whe joXUnaliVW Vaid, "Did \oX VleeS Zell? BecaXVe heUe iV ZhaW haSSened in \oXU

 oZn ciW\ laVW nighW . .." and he SUoceeded Wo Well Whe VWoU\. SWUeeWV ZeUe UiSSed XS
 neaU Whe GaUe dX LX[emboXUg. The SeoSle Zho liYe aUoXnd Whe aUea all ZeaU
 e[SUeVVionV of beZildeUmenW. PaYing VWoneV ZeUe WoUn fUom Whe VWUeeWV. RXe
 Ro\eU-CollaUd, ZheUe I liYe, aSSeaUed Wo haYe been bombed. AXWomobileV haYe
 been bXUned Wo an Xgl\ gUe\iVh black. The\ aUe Whe Vmall caUV, Whe oneV eaVil\
 lifWed and moYed, noW Whe caUV of Whe Uich. IW iV Vaid WhaW eYen Whe aXWomobile'V
 oZneUV didn'W comSlain becaXVe fUom WheiU oZn ZindoZV Whe\ had Veen Whe Solice
 chaUge. AUmed men againVW XnaUmed childUen. IW'V Vickening! And I had alVo
 WhoXghW FUench \oXWh ZeUe all aSaWheWic!

 The\ Va\ WheUe ZeUe WZo faWaliWieV: one VWXdenW and one membeU of Whe CRS. A
 WUacW annoXnceV (alUead\!) WhaW one VWXdenW had hiV WhUoaW cXW "againVW Whe ZindoZ
 of 24 UXe Ga\-LXVVac." The\ Va\ WhaW iW ZaVn'W Whe VWXdenWV bXW Whe incendiaU\
 gUenadeV of Whe Solice WhaW bXUned Whe caUV, bXW iW iV moUe likel\ WhaW boWh ZeUe aW
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 faXlW. A fUiend of H ZhoVe caU ZaV bXUned foXnd handfXlV of SaUWiall\ bXUned
 WUacWV WhaW had been XVed aV a fiUebUand. The\ Va\ WhaW Whe Solice clXbbed Whe
 ZoXnded, WhaW Whe SeoSle hid Whe VWXdenWV and Wended WheiU ZoXndV, and WhaW Whe
 Solice foUced WheiU Za\ inWo Whe aSaUWmenWV. When Whe Solice WhUeZ Whe fiUVW WeaU-
 gaV bombV eYeU\one in Whe neighboUing hoXVeV WhUeZ SanV of ZaWeU Vo WhaW Whe gaV
 ZoXld Uemain on Whe gUoXnd. A VhoSoZneU Vaid, "I'Ye Vold noWhing all da\. I gaYe
 oXW ZaWeU foU fUee. I didn'W make an\ mone\." BXW WheUe'V a VenVe WhaW SUeVVXUe
 haV been e[eUWed on WheVe VhoSoZneUV. ThiV doeVn'W SleaVe me. The\ aUe
 "encoXUaged" (b\ Zhom?) Wo diVSla\ SXblicl\ WheiU VolidaUiW\ ZiWh Whe VWXdenWV.
 BXW in Whe end WheiU VhoSV ZeUe UanVacked and Whe VhoSoZneUV ZeUe in VolidaUiW\
 ZiWh no one. Be WhaW aV iW ma\, iW doeV noW SleaVe me. IW Woo cloVel\ UeVembleV ZhaW
 haSSened aW Whe LibeUaWion.

 I heaU WhaW a Belgian WoXUiVW bXV VWoSSed and a faWheU and Von goW off in oUdeU Wo
 Wake a ShoWo of Whe Von ZiWh a SaYing VWone in each hand on WoS of one of Whe
 Uemaining baUUicadeV. Then Whe\ boaUded Whe bXV again. I didn'W Vee WhiV, bXW I
 VaZ man\ SeoSle Waking ShoWoV. ThiV neYeU occXUUed Wo me. WhaW a bi]aUUe
 aWWiWXde on Whe SaUW of WheVe men and bo\V, aV Whe\ gaWheU Whe VWoneV, hold Whem
 alofW, and SUeWend Wo WhUoZ Whem. The\ imagine WhemVelYeV aV heUoeV. ETXall\
 WUoXbling aUe WhoVe SUofeVVoUV Zho VXddenl\ join Whe Vide of Whe VWXdenWV. If Whe\
 WhoXghW Whe UefoUmV neceVVaU\, Zh\ in God'V name didn'W Whe\ do VomeWhing
 befoUe iW ioW Wo Whe SoinW ZheUe Whe \oXWhV ZeUe WhUoZing VWoneV? MaXUice
 DXYeUgeU, a SoliWical Vcience SUofeVVoU ZiWh a gUa\ing cUeZ-cXW, ZaV on Whe
 WeleYiVion UomanWici]ing Whe baUUicadeV. I ZanWed Wo Well him Wo "dUoS iW, old man."

 The Zife of a gaUde mobile [UioW Solice VecWion of Whe gendaUmeUie]-a Yoice of
 Whe SeoSle--liYeV in m\ neighboUhood. She iV a YeU\ VimSle and oUdinaU\ Zoman
 Zho knoZV man\ SeoSle. She e[SlainV, "Zhen m\ hXVband UeWXUned home WhiV
 moUning he Wold me WhaW Whe baUUicadeV ZeUe manned b\ 40- oU 50-\eaU old NoUWh
 AfUicanV. ThiV iV Zh\ Whe Solice had Wo be Vo bUXWal." And WhiV iV ZhaW SeoSle
 acWXall\ belieYe, WhiV hoXVeZiYeV' indignaWion: "Whe\ VhoXld go back home!" I
 haYe Whe cXUioXV feeling WhaW WhiV iV all going Wo be Slaced on Whe VhoXldeUV of
 foUeigneUV, Whe neZ SUoleWaUiaW, Whe SSaniVh and PoUWXgXeVe ... and, of coXUVe, Whe
 AUabV. The AUabV alZa\V geW iW.

 In Whe eYening, \oX can VWill Vmell Whe gaV on Whe BoXleYaUd SainW-Michel. LaVW
 nighW VeemV Vo diVWanW. E\eV VWing and bXUn XndeU VZollen e\elidV. YoXng SeoSle
 VWUoll along Whe boXleYaUd beneaWh Whe WUeeV and VWUeeW lamSV. TheUe aUe no
 aXWomobileV. IW'V a beaXWifXl eYening and WheVe aimleVV ZalkeUV (Whe cXUioXV on Whe
 VideZalkV and Whe \oXWhV in Whe VWUeeW) make one Whink of Whe SUoceVVionV in
 MediWeUUanean YillageV.

 The gaUdeV mobileV and membeUV of Whe CRS aUe middle-aged, oYeUZeighW, and
 UobXVW. The\ haYe come fUom MaUVeille and BoUdeaX[-\oX can Well fUom WheiU
 licenVe SlaWeV-in black bXVeV and gUa\ aUmoUed caUV. The\ aUe VWUong, \eW
 VWUangel\ Uela[ed, Waking XS WheiU SlaceV aW Whe inWeUVecWion of BoXleYaUd SainW-
 Michel and BoXleYaUd SainW-GeUmain. BoWh boXleYaUdV VZaUm ZiWh WoXUiVWV. I
 haYe a haUd Wime belieYing WhaW Whe \oXWhV heUe aUe VWXdenWV. I Whink of Whe
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 VWXdenWV on Whe baUUicadeV laVW nighW, bXW WheVe Woda\ Veem Wo haYe noWhing in
 common ZiWh Whem. One ZoXld Whink Whe\ aUe, UaWheU, \oXng SUoleV fUom Whe
 VXbXUbV--WhoVe called "black VhiUWV" dXUing Whe 1950V. H.T. Va\V I am miVWaken,
 bXW no maWWeU. The VWXdenWV foUm a looVe liWWle gUoXS and VSUead oXW aV Whe\ aVcend
 BoXleYaUd SainW-GeUmain. The Solice don'W moYe, and WheVe neUYoXVl\ agiWaWed
 VWXdenWV, incUeaVing in nXmbeU aV Whe\ moYe along Whe boXleYaUd, make me Whink
 of ZaYeV aSSUoaching Whe UockV. The meUe SUeVence of Whe Solice SUoYokeV and I
 do noW XndeUVWand aW all Zh\ Whe\ don'W ZiWhdUaZ Whe Solice foUceV fUom Whe LaWin
 QXaUWeU. In Whe end, a comSacW cUoZd cUoVVeV BoXleYaUd SainW-GeUmain Vinging
 La MaUVeillaiVe and making Whe Na]i ValXWe Wo Whe coSV. The Solice laXgh.
 ObYioXVl\, Whe\ haYe jXVW aUUiYed heUe. If Whe\ ZeUe Whe Vame Solice fUom laVW
 nighW, Whe\ ZoXld noW be laXghing.

 MaYiV GallanW, WhiUW\ \eaUV old, iV a Canadian noYeliVW Zho haV liYed in PaUiV
 Vince 3 Ma\. HeU joXUnal Zill be SXbliVhed in The NeZ YoUkeU XndeU Whe WiWle
 "The EYenWV ofMa\. "

 "AW FlinV, Whe WoUkeUV WeUe Fed US"
 PaXl RoXVVelin, LibdUaWion, 15 Ma\ 1968.

 AW 7:55 A.M., ZoUk beginV aW RenaXlW FlinV. I UeceiYe a WeleShone call fUom m\

 colleagXe in Whe Conf6d6UaWion FUangaiVe D6mocUaWiTXe dX TUaYail (CFDT)
 [FUench DemocUaWic WoUk FedeUaWion] in Cl6on annoXncing WhaW Whe\ haYe begXn
 a facWoU\ occXSaWion VWUike. In an inVWanW, I leaYe m\ ZoUkVhoS SoVW and UXVh Wo
 Whe elecWUiciW\ diVWUibXWion SoVW and Wo Whe Vole WeleShone I am alloZed Wo XVe,
 WhankV Wo a cUeZ chief. Indeed, m\ job in Whe V\ndicaWe iV Wo make connecWionV
 beWZeen Whe diffeUenW RenaXlW facWoUieV. I Shone Whe head of Whe CFDT in
 BillancoXUW and noW long afWeUZaUdV Ze gaWheU Whe CFDT acWiYiVWV. We decide Wo
 call a VWUike. MeanZhile, Whe Conf6d6UaWion Gdn6Uale dX TUaYail [CGT--GeneUal
 LaboU ConfedeUaWion] iV VilenW. We knoZ fXll Zell WhaW Whe CGT acWiYiVWV don'W
 make deciVionV on WheiU oZn. So WhaW Whe\ aUe Xnable Wo Wake oUdeUV fUom higheU
 XS, Ze blockade Whe WeleShone line Ze VhaUe ZiWh Whem, Whe onl\ one Whe\ ZoXld
 be able Wo XVe.

 UnlimiWed SWUike. AW 10:30 Ze giYe Whem an XlWimaWXm: Whe CFDT iV going Wo
 call a VWUike ZiWh oU ZiWhoXW Whe helS of Whe CGT, bXW Ze ZoXld like Whem Wo join
 XV. Finall\ Whe\ acceSW. We dUafW a WUacW Ze boWh agUee XSon and go fUom
 ZoUkVhoS Wo ZoUkVhoS in SaiUV of delegaWeV fUom boWh Whe CGT and CFDT Wo aVk
 foU Whe ZoUkeUV Wo la\ doZn WheiU WoolV. We aUe VWill Whinking WhaW iW iV going Wo be
 a maWWeU of a WZo- oU WhUee-hoXU ZoUk VWoSSage, afWeUZaUdV conWinXed b\ onl\ a
 Vmall minoUiW\ of VWUikeUV.

 AW Whe Wime, ZoUk VWoSSageV UeVXlWed in an aVVembl\ oXWVide in Whe SaUking loW,
 VWUikeV in Whe facWoU\ iWVelf being SUohibiWed. AW WhiV momenW, hoZeYeU, a YeU\
 \oXng CFDT acWiYiVW, Jean-JacTXeV BoneW, had Whe inWelligence Wo SaVV WhUoXgh Whe
 ZoUkVhoSV ZiWh hiV gUoXS of VWUikeUV on Whe Za\ Wo Whe SaUking loW. And, VXUSUiVe,
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 iW WXUnV inWo a WhUong of ZoUkeUV. EYeU\one goeV WoZaUdV Whe canWeen. TheUe Whe
 VWUike leadeUV climb onWo Whe laUge balcon\, aboXW VeYen oU eighW meWeUV high, Whe
 Slace ZheUe VSeecheV and annoXncemenWV aUe giYen, bXW noZ ZiWhoXW Whe VoXnd
 V\VWem. The SeoSle amaVV beloZ and Ze all decide WogeWheU Wo VWUike. IW iV 11:00
 and Whe VWUikeUV aUe VWill in Whe minoUiW\. BXW WheUe'V a VnoZball effecW and b\ noon
 70% Wo 80% of Whe SUodXcWion ZoUkeUV aUe on an XnlimiWed VWUike. The deciVion
 Wo occXS\ Whe facWoU\ iV made in Whe afWeUnoon. No one had WhoXghW WhaW Whe
 moYemenW ZoXld aWWain VXch a magniWXde.

 "Le Bagne." B\ afWeUnoon I am VWill XnaZaUe WhaW, among RenaXlW facWoUieV,
 BillancoXUW and When Le ManV aUe going Wo join Whe VWUike. BXW SXd-AYiaWion in
 NanWeV iV alUead\ occXSied. ThiV UaiVeV oXU VSiUiWV, noW Wo menWion Whe SaUWicXlaU
 climaWe Whe VWXdenW XSUiVing haV cUeaWed. The ZoUkeUV had been fed XS ZiWh
 condiWionV and foU Whem WhiV VWUike iV a UeleaVe. The\ VSeak onl\ of Whe Sace of
 SUodXcWion; a cUXVhing Sace WhaW UendeUV Whem liWeUall\ VWXSefied. The TXeVWion of
 ZageV iV noW eYen Whe main conceUn in WheiU demandV. AW Whe Wime, SUodXcWion ZaV
 baVed on a minXWe c\cle: SeU minXWe, a caU ZoXld SaVV on Whe aVVembl\ line and
 \oX UeSeaWed Whe Vame geVWXUeV each minXWe VWanding XSUighW XndeU Whe caU bod\,
 benW inWo Whe WUXnk, oU VWooSed XndeUneaWh Whe fUame. When \oX ZanWed Wo go Wo
 Whe UeVWUoom \oX had Wo be UeSlaced. In 1968, Ze ZeUe VWill ZoUking 47+ hoXUV SeU
 Zeek. The laVW UedXcWion in ZoUk hoXUV ZaV in 1966: Wen minXWeV leVV SeU da\, of
 Zhich fiYe minXWeV ZeUe UecoYeUed dXe Wo an incUeaVe in Whe UaWe of SUodXcWion.
 The UaUe ZoUkeUV Zho managed Wo leaYe Whe aVVembl\ line UemembeUed iW aV a
 "bagne" [Senal VeUYiWXde]. In Whe end, Whe Sace ZoXld UeVXlW in neUYoXV deSUeVVion
 and TXiWWing ZoUk foU Vome. FoU WhoVe Zho Uemained, iW ZaV ofWen aSaWh\ and
 VomeWimeV alcoholiVm.

 The "beeWSickeUV" of Whe facWoU\. The aWWUacWion of Whe gianW facWoU\ ZaV
 neYeUWheleVV VWUong, Vince Whe ZageV aW RenaXlW ZeUe on aYeUage 15% Wo 20%
 higheU Whan WhoVe aW PeXgeoW foU e[amSle. RenaXlW managemenW had alVo
 conceded a foXUWh Zeek of Said YacaWion Zell befoUe WhiV ZaV e[Wended Wo eYeU\one
 accoUding Wo a laZ YoWed on jXVW aW Whe beginning of Ma\ 1968. Since Whe oSening
 of Whe RenaXlW facWoU\ in 1952, Whe Vocio-SoliWical oUgani]aWion SUacWiced WheUe had
 gone oYeU badl\ ZiWh Whe emSlo\eUV of Whe UecUXiWmenW ]one. ThiV ZaV Whe caVe
 eVSeciall\ ZiWh Whe laUge local agUicXlWXUiVWV Zho had Veen VeYeUal of WheiU ZoUkeUV
 chooVe Whe facWoU\ oYeU Whe fieldV. In 1968, moVW of Whe "VSeciali]ed ZoUkeUV" aW
 FlinV ZeUe e[-faUm ZoUkeUV Zhom WhoVe fUom Whe facWoU\ laboU WUadiWion ofWen
 WUeaWed aV "beeWSickeUV." In conWUaVW Wo RenaXlW BillancoXUW, WheUe aUe almoVW no
 immigUanW ZoUkeUV aW FlinV-b\ Whe Zill of managemenW.

 ThaW eYening, I VleeS on a Zooden bench in Whe lockeU Uoom. Man\ of XV VSend
 Whe nighW in Whe facWoU\ and oUgani]e oXU occXSaWion. We Voon feel aW home.
 EYeU\one iV haSS\, Va\ing, "finall\ Ze haYe Whe VWUike Ze haYe aZaiWed foU Vo
 long." Radical acWionV ZeUe UaUe: Whe CGT did noW like Whem. I UemembeU WheiU
 angeU Vome Wime back Zhen Ze had called on Whe ZoUkeUV aW FlinV Wo join XV in a
 maUch on NaWionale 13 [a naWional highZa\]. HaYing come fUom Whe coXnWU\Vide,
 moVW of Whe laWWeU demanded WhaW Ze do WhingV in WhiV Za\. BXW Whe CGT, and
 eVSeciall\ Whe CommXniVW PaUW\ acWiYiVWV, alZa\V alleged all VoUWV of SUeWe[WV in
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 oUdeU Wo SXW on Whe bUakeV. In facW, Whe CGT YieZed RenaXlW-aV a VWaWe-UXn
 coUSoUaWion-aV a YangXaUd e[ceSWion in Whe deVWUXcWion of caSiWaliVm. DXUing Whe
 moUe Whan foXU ZeekV Whe VWUike laVWed aW FlinV, Ze had fXndamenWal diVagUeemenWV
 ZiWh Whe CGT acWiYiVWV. The\ cenWeUed WheiU demandV on ZageV, Zhile Ze aW Whe
 CFDT VSoke of TXaliW\ of life and Xnion UighWV. ThiV iV Zh\ Whe GUenelle
 agUeemenWV ZeUe UejecWed in WheiU enWiUeW\. The CFDT in FlinV did noW acceSW Whem
 eiWheU becaXVe Ze figXUed WhaW Whe VWUike VhoXld UeVXlW in negoWiaWionV beWZeen Whe
 XnionV of RenaXlW and VWaWe managemenW and noW b\ a SoliWico-V\ndical
 negoWiaWion. We goW Whe beWWeU of Whe aUgXmenW WheUe, bXW iW WXUned oXW Wo be a flaVh
 in Whe San. DXUing Whe folloZing monWhV, facWoU\ managemenW SUoSoVed oYeUWime
 hoXUV and I ZaV diVaSSoinWed Zhen a laUge nXmbeU of ZoUkeUV acceSWed Whem.

 PaXl RoXVVelin, foUW\-foXU \eaUV old, iV a ZoUkeU aW RenaXlW FlinV and SecUeWaU\
 of Whe ConfiddUaWion FUancaiVe DdmocUaWiTXe dX TUaYail [CFDT-FUench
 DemocUaWic WoUkeUV' ConfedeUaWion] V\ndicaWe aW RenaXlW.

 -1998: PaXl RoXVVelin iV UeWiUed.

 "The SWXdenWV OSenl\ CoXUW UV"
 Jean BU6heUeW, LibdUaWion, 20 Ma\ 1968.

 AW Place Ro\ale in NanWeV, Whe demonVWUaWion nXmbeUV aUoXnd 3,000 Wo 4,000
 SeaVanWV ZiWh oXU WUacWoUV aW Whe fUonW. OXU goal: Wo Ue-baSWi]e iW aV Whe "Place of
 Whe PeoSle," an enWiUel\ V\mbolic acWion. IW iV noW a commonSlace occXUUence Wo
 lead a cUoZd of SeaVanWV Wo Wake VXch acWion. OXU enYiUonmenW iV XniYeUVall\
 UighWiVW and haV neYeU ceaVed Wo be VXch. In facW, Vince Whe beginning of Whe UecenW
 eYenWV onl\ Whe miliWanWV haYe been VomeZhaW lefWiVW, bXW ZiWhoXW adheUing Wo a
 SaUW\. CommXniVm doeV noW inWeUeVW XV and Whe meWhodV aSSlied in EaVWeUn
 EXUoSe do noW VedXce XV, eYen if Ze don'W haYe mXch of an abiliW\ Wo jXdge VXch
 WhingV. The CDJA of LoiUe-AWlanWiTXe Weam of Zhich I am SUeVidenW iV VWUong and
 d\namic. IW alVo feelV cloVe Wo Whe ZoUkeUV eYen WhoXgh oXU SUoblemV aUe YeU\
 diffeUenW. We SeaVanWV ceUWainl\ do noW haYe boVVeV on oXU backV, and ZoUk on Whe
 faUm (Ze all SUacWice Sol\cXlWXUe and UaiVe animalV) leaYeV XV ZiWh a ceUWain
 amoXnW of libeUW\ in hoZ Ze oUgani]e oXU Wime. IW'V a UelaWiYe libeUW\, Vince Whe
 hoXUV Ze SXW in aUe gUeaW, afWeU all. ...

 The Xnion ZoUkeUV diVWUXVW XV. We aUe neYeUWheleVV conYinced WhaW oXU
 condiWionV aUe noW going Wo geW beWWeU if Ze do noW eVWabliVh UelaWionV ZiWh Whe
 facWoU\ ZoUkeUV. OXU Vlogan iV "PeaVanWV, ZoUkeUV, Vame VWUXggle againVW
 e[SloiWaWion." When WheUe aUe VWUikeV aW Whe neaUb\ facWoU\ of SXd-AYiaWion de
 BoXgXenaiV oU aW Whe VhiS\aUdV of NanWeV, Ze join Whe ZoUkeUV aW WheiU VWUike lineV
 and Vell Whem oXU SUodXcWV aW coVW. We don'W feel aW all oXW of oXU elemenW becaXVe
 foU man\ of XV WheVe aUe oXU childhood fUiendV, oXU bUoWheUV and oXU ViVWeUV. TheUe
 ZeUe eighW childUen in m\ famil\; onl\ WZo of Whem Uemained faUmeUV, Zhile Whe
 UeVW became facWoU\ ZoUkeUV. BXW eYen WhoXgh oXU diVcXVVionV ZiWh Whe ZoUkeUV
 aUe geneUall\ VWUaighWfoUZaUd-Whe\ alloZ XV inWo Whe facWoUieV--Whe\'Ue moUe
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 difficXlW ZiWh Whe Xnion ZoUkeUV, Zho aUe VWill diVWUXVWfXl of Whe SeaVanWV. The
 XnionV don'W haYe mXch inflXence on Whe ZoUkeUV Zho haYe UecenWl\ lefW Whe faUmV.
 We don'W haYe Whe Vame VWaWXV, and foU man\ of Whe XnioniVWV Ze Uemain
 indeSendenWV; WhaW iV, Vmall bXVineVVmen. We make moUe of an effoUW in WheiU
 diUecWion Whan Whe\ do in oXUV.
 ThiV iV noW Wo menWion oXU diUecWoUV in PaUiV, Zho do noW Whink aV Ze do aW all.

 We haYe been in oSSoViWion Wo Whem foU TXiWe aZhile noZ. The CNJA and Whe
 FNSEA [FRd6UaWion NaWionale deV S\ndicaWV d'E[SloiWanWV AgUicoleV-NaWional
 FedeUaWion of FaUmeUV' UnionV] VWill defend Whe idea of one SeaVanWU\ indiYiVible
 in Whe face of Whe Common MaUkeW. MeanZhile, Ze Whe Vmall bXVineVVmen of Whe
 LoiUe-AWlanWiTXe and of BUeWagne Zho liYe fUom oXU oZn laboU, Whink Ze haYe
 noWhing in common ZiWh Whe laUge gUain faUmeUV of Whe PaUiVian baVin. AV a UeVXlW,
 Ze don'W caUe mXch foU Whe obVeUYaWionV of Whe CNJA, Zhich haV become neUYoXV

 aboXW Whe UecenW eYenWV and WUieV Wo dUaZ XV back inWo Whe UankV. The\ alVo don'W
 like iW WhaW Ze haYe a VSecial V\mSaWh\ foU Whe VWXdenWV. The VWXdenWV oSenl\ coXUW
 XV, and Zhen Whe XniYeUViW\ aW NanWeV ZaV occXSied Ze ZenW WheUe ZiWh fUiendV Wo
 VWimXlaWe debaWe.

 MaoiVWV on Whe FaUm. Some of Whe VWXdenWV Zho haYe been inflXenced b\
 MaoiVW cXUUenWV haYe begXn Wo come Wo Whe faUmV Wo ZoUk. The\ make an eaUneVW
 effoUW Wo be SeaVanWV, bXW iW'V SainfXl Wo ZaWch. SomeWimeV iW Ueall\ geWV XV Wo Vee
 WheVe SeoSle come fUom elVeZheUe ZiWh noWhing mXch Wo Weach XV, bXW SUeWending
 Wo WUanVfoUm Whe UeacWionaU\ SeaVanWU\ inWo a UeYolXWionaU\ SeaVanWU\. FoU Ze
 XnioniVWV, alUead\ a Vmall minoUiW\, WhiV doeVn'W make oXU WaVk an\ eaVieU. We
 don'W need an\ moUe SUoblemV. LiWWle b\ liWWle, Ze VenVe WhaW Whe SeaVanWU\ iV
 ZoUUied. The\ belieYe UecenW eYenWV aUe going Woo faU. AUgXmenWV aUe becoming
 incUeaVingl\ YiolenW, eYen among famil\ membeUV.
 We ceaVeleVVl\ oUgani]e meeWingV of Whe CDJA foU diVcXVVion aboXW Whe

 moYemenW and Wo aYoid VTXabbleV among SeaVanWV. And Ze VSend Wime in
 diVcXVVion ZiWh Whe ZoUkeUV, eVSeciall\ WhoVe Zho aUe blocking Whe Donge
 SeWUoleXm UefineU\. We e[Slain WhaW Ze VXSSoUW WheiU blockade, bXW aW Whe Vame
 Wime Ze negoWiaWe Whe SoVVibiliW\ of haYing fXel, eVSeciall\ foU Whe daiU\ facWoUieV,
 Zhich abVolXWel\ mXVW conWinXe Wo SUodXce. We Well Whem WhaW iW'V Whe onl\ Za\ Wo
 haYe Whe VXSSoUW of Whe SeaVanWV. If Whe daiU\ SUodXceUV VhXW doZn and no moUe
 milk iV SUodXced, When Whe SeaVanWV Zill UiVe XS againVW Whe moYemenW ZiWhin WhUee
 da\V. We baWWle Woe-Wo-Woe ZiWh Whe ZoUkeUV eYeU\ da\ becaXVe Whe\'Ye had enoXgh
 of \ielding Wo WhiV and WhaW "SUioUiW\," VXch aV Whe hoVSiWalV oU Whe SeaVanWU\. YeW
 eYeU\ da\ Ze UeceiYe oXU oUdeU of fXel and diVWUibXWe iW oXUVelYeV Wo Whe daiU\
 SUodXceUV. IW'V Whe ZoUkeUV and faUmeUV Zho manage Whe ViWXaWion WheVe da\V, and
 noW Whe SUefecW. ThiV iV boWh bi]aUUe and UaWheU agUeeable. EVSeciall\ foU Whe \oXng
 faUmeUV and ZoUkeUV, WhiV adYenWXUe iV good and giYeV XV hoSe. IW bUeakV XV oXW of
 oXU habiWV and oXU XVXal Za\ of life. TheVe changeV haYe eYen e[Wended Wo oXU
 UeligioXV aWWiWXdeV. Man\ of Whe miliWanWV haYe TXeVWioned WUadiWional UeligioXV
 SUacWiceV and deVeUWed Whe chXUch.

 B\ Whe end of Ma\ Ze aUe ZoUUied becaXVe Ze don'W Vee an\ UeVXlWV. PieUUe
 MendaV-FUance ZaV Zell liked among SeoSle in Whe ZeVWeUn coXnWU\Vide. No one
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 haV foUgoWWen hoZ, Zhen he ZaV SUeVidenW of Whe CNJA in Whe 50V, he imSoVed a
 dail\ diVWUibXWion of milk in Whe VchoolV Wo abVoUb Whe daiU\ VXUSlXV. We'Ue haSS\
 Wo Vee him oUgani]e a WUanViWion goYeUnmenW. He iV SUeSaUed Wo name Michel de
 BaWiVVe, Whe SUeVidenW of FNSEA, aV MiniVWeU of AgUicXlWXUe. BaWiVVe didn'W
 SaUWiciSaWe aW all in Whe moYemenW, bXW he embodieV Whe Zill of Whe SeaVanW
 majoUiW\. Mend6V-FUance haV choVen Seace in Whe coXnWU\Vide. . ..

 Jean BUdheUeW, WZenW\-VeYen \eaUV old, iV a SeaVanW and PUeVidenW of Whe CenWUe
 DeSaUWemenWal deV JeXneV AgUicXlWeXUV [CDJA-YoXng FaUmeUV' DeSaUWmenWal
 CenWeU] ofLoiUe-AWlanWiTXe.

 -1998: Jean BUdheUeW iV UeWiUed.

 TUanVlaWed fUom Whe FUench b\ ThomaV C. Hilde

 NOTES

 1. The libeUaWion of GeUman-OccXSied FUance b\ Whe AllieV aW Whe end of WoUld WaU II.
 2. DXYeUgeU, eYeU Whe SoliWical oSSoUWXniVW, defended aW Whe Wime Vich\'V anWi-SemiWic SolicieV dXUing

 WoUld WaU II.

 3. A UefeUence Wo Whe ideal of VSonWaneiW\ of Whe SUoWeVWeUV. GUaffiWi on Whe ZallV aW Whe Wime ofWen Uead
 "lei, on VSonWane"-"HeUe one 'VSonWaneV.'"

 4. FUance'V moVW SoSXlaU Uock idol foU Whe laVW VeYeUal decadeV.

 5. ASSaUenWl\ BU6heUeW iV UefeUUing Wo Whe facW WhaW PieUUe MendbV-FUance, a foUmeU FUench SUeVidenW,
 ZaV named aV one of Whe SoWenWial SUeVidenWV of a SoVW-1968 SoVW-de GaXlle goYeUnmenW, bXW ZaV neYeU
 inVWalled.
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