










Mark Rothko 
No.8, 1964, National Gallery of Washington DC

I chose this artwork by Rothko as the basis for my work, from the 

series of ‘black-Form’ paintings. These are quite distinct from his 

previous colour field paintings of the previous decade, The works 

require prolonged contemplation and “[introduce] an element of 

duration and physical self awareness into the process of 

perception”. (Tate, 2019)

On first looking, it is striking how minimal the work is. I found this 

powerful. What is most apparent on first viewing is the painted 

border around the edge of the work, lighter than the centre space 

and of varying thickness. 

Closer study within this border or ‘frame’ reveals that the painting is 

divided into four main portions; two darker sections at the top and 

bottom, and two lighter sections to the left and right.

There is also an overall balance and reflective symmetry along one 

vertical centre line. 

Given how black the piece is, the few paler specks and streaks, 

found mostly around the edge, become quite significant, like faint 

sparks of energy or static in the darkness. 

I was intrigued by the nebulous form which seems to emanate from 

the periphery and how one feels almost drawn into the implied 

space in the centre.



Initial Studies 
On the left is a digitally enhanced version of the painting, which I did in order to reveal more 
of the artist’s brush strokes and to give more contrast between different areas of the image. 

Centre and right are my first observational studies, familiarizing myself with the painting and 
its structure.

















As already 

mentioned, the way 

the painting contains 

a kind of inner frame 

or boundary is 

striking. This acts as a 

threshold, but it is 

one which is I see as 

being crossed by 

‘material’ or some 

kind of ‘energy’. 

Of course, the edge 

of the canvas itself is 

the threshold 

between the 

‘environment’ of the 

painting and that of 

the viewer in the 

gallery…





















Advocating a City Park for Birmingham 
Park should include a section 

of the river Rea 

And water features – ponds 

and streams 

A linear connection to 

Highgate Park, with views to 

the city

Make connections to HS2 

arrival terminal 

A feature to acknowledge the 

history of the market

Cultural buildings & 

attractions 

Petition is approaching 11,000 

signatures 

Many councillors are backing 

the proposal 
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City Park Concept – Photo Collage
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This is a scale model I made using mount board and 
card. The location is the river crossing point in the 
centre of the park, at 1:1250. 

It is an experiment for a tree planting plan using the 
layout derived from the Rothko painting.

I depicted trees as 2D shapes and kept them all to the 
same orientation so that the planting points and axes  
still remain visible.  

However, the irregularity of the trees (and shadows, 
etc) means that the naturalistic effect becomes 
immediately prevalent.  

I think this would be the overall character of such a 
planting layout, and much more so with full, 3D 
canopies.

It also became apparent on doing this experiment 
that one tends to consider the trees as small clusters, 
grouping them together more by proximity than by 
any sense of belonging to a ‘row’.  

It would be possible to either emphasize or avoid this, 
to a lesser or greater extent, by grouping species 
depending on how much one wanted to honour the 
origins of the plan. 

Scale is also a significant factor, as the further the 
trees are from each other, the clearer the lines and 
axes will be.



In these images, when viewed at this orientation 

and elevated, the geometric layout is not at all 

obvious and instead the planting appears 

completely naturalistic.   



Closer to ‘ground level’, as would be experienced when 

walking through the woodland, one main axis through the 

trees and across bridge over the river is clear. Several other 

routes running on a similar orientation are also visible 

(such as over the narrower bridge). I overlaid the planting 

plan onto the site in order that the bridges were clear of 

trees, and also the river. 

This principle would work when the 

tree canopies close together over the 

years, creating tunnel effects.  

So there is a pleasing balance of 

permeability and obscuring in this 

design; routes through would be legible 

but one would also feel sheltered.  
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