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CREBCH

Poison ivy on the olive branch: Only the Soviei bloc can gain any satis-
faction from Géneral Assembly President fivatt’s recent hints that he

will scon give birth to a magie formula for conciliation between Greece v
and its northern neighbors. In view of the present delicate state of intra-
Balksn relations, any further effiorts by Svati along this line~~-or any
resulting General Assembly debete at this point, without regard for the
present complications of the debate on the explosive Greek issue~-would
serve only to retard the svolution in the area of a situwation more favor-
sble to the West, As both the CGreeks and the Western powers have

already pointed out to Evatt, his proposed conciliation attempt would at

the very least provide fe Soviet blos with an ogportunity to confuse the
issue, much as did his ill-corceived Baikan conciliation proposals of

inte 1948, There is alsc the denger that the Comrmunists would again
attampt to mareuver Greece inio hasty recognition of “‘existing’ boundaries
without any guaraniees sguninst satellite territory-grabblng or against
future aid to the guerrilias. In any case, it is inconcelvable that Soviet
strategists would take Evait's proposals seriously at this stage in the
military situation, particelarly if they decided that it was tine for

Albaniz and Bulgeria o step up their logistical aid to the guerrillas.

TURKEY

In search of additional US finapcisl ald: Following Foreign Minister
Yadak’s condsrénces itk wash.ngion oificials, during which the subject
of additional financial aid to Turkey was discussed, differences of
opinion have arisen among US representatives in Ankara as to how
additional aid (if there iz to be any) should best ba applied. . Ambassador
Wadsworth has recommapded that military aid in addition to that now
proposed for FY 50 (about $100 million) be increased by $20 million

to complete approved military projects, such as construction of mili-
tary airfields. The ECA represeuntstive in Turkey, on the other hand,
believes that additions) financial aid~-possibly as much as §30 million--

 tidwren. )
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should rather be provided as a means of directly improvieg the national
sconomy. This, in his opinicn, could be dome by providing ECA grants

to buy consumer goods. He maintaing that the important ECA purposes of
curbing inflation and of restoring soung finarces in participating countries
would thug be served. {The estimated deficit in Turkey s national budget
for the current year Is about the same in terms of local currancy as

the amount suggested--$ 30 million.) In Washington, responsible officials
o mot believe that it is practicable at this siage to add fo the amount
already being asked of Congress for military aid to Turkey. The Turkish
Government has been informed that, in order to receive more aid, it

muat preseni concrete proposals, drawn up ina coherent and logical
raanner, to ECA through OEEC in Pacis. ¥ presented in such a way,

the proposals are prowdzed careful znd sympathetic study. Ii seems
hardly credible that in the fourth year of Turkey’s continuing search for
1S financial assistapce the Turkish Government has not yet thoroughly
learned how to present economic projecis in a simple, clear, and business-
okike, manner.

+RAB STATES

Pogsibility of coups: Receant uncontirmer reports indicate the possibility
oF coups d etat in Agypt, Lebanon, and Jordan, but it is considered unlikely
fhat these revolts will take place, Although political instability has
developed in the Arab states as a resuit of econoraic hardships and dis-
illusion over Palestine, and although it is always possible that Jordan or
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Irag {or both) will make (rouble over the Greater Syria issue, there is
very little evidence that any coups are being planned. The report on
Egypt suggests that Haidar Pasha, the Minister of Defense, has King
Farouk’s support in planning to overthrow the present constitutional
government and set up a military dictatorship. Neither Haldar Pasha nor
Farouk, however, is believed to have enough popularity in the army or
among the people 1o risk a coup at this Ume. In Lebanon, the constitutional
regime under President Khuri is reported threatened, presumably by
some {action in the army, but Khuri has almost certainly been sufficiently
warned by the recent Syrian trouble to take preventive steps against a
“Zaim’’ coup in Lebanon, The report on Jordan merely claims that King
Abduiiah will be overthrown. Although Abdullah has been repeatedly
threatened with assassination {ihe latest attempt was in March 1949),

it is not Hkely that the Hashimiie regime could be overthrown so long

as the UK retains jts influence in jordan and parficularly in the Arab
Legion,

TitAN

Premier asks for U8 aid: Recent Iranisn muttering over the extent of US
aid to Torkey Aas now culminated in a lengthy letter from Prime Minister
Saed, requesting that Iran be supplied with direct US military and finan-
cial assistance to the same degree as its neighbor to the weat. Saed’s
regquest, which expressed coneern iest the policy of building up a strong
Turkey invite Soviet aggression against Iran, is more sigaificant than
recent pronouncements of the Shah along the same lnes, not only because
it ig the fivst such reguest 0 be made in writing but also because Saed

ig less given to impetucus statements than is the darkly handsome young
occupant of the Palace. There is no doubt that Iran could absorb more
than the token military aid provided thus far by the US, and it is quite
possible that Iran, which is already esrmarking substantial revenues for
aconowic development, may eventually require direct S economie
assistance. Moreover, while denizl of his present request would havdly
canse the stzonchly pro-US Saed o reverse Iran’s present attitude toward
the USSR, he might have difficulty in explaining US treatment of Iran to
his conmirymen.
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4.
HOTED IN BRIEF

Women's suffrage in Greece has heen greatly extended by an act approved
by The cabinet on 21 April providing thaf women over 25 years af age may
vote in mounicipal elections and may scek oifice as municipal and communal
sdvigsors. ‘The new law, which will affect a number of local elections which
the gevernment hopes 10 hoid tuls year, also provides ihat after 1953 local
suffrage will be extended to all women over 21 and a greater number of
municipal offices will be open to woelien candidates. While Greek women
are still voiceless in national politics, the new law partly removes an
important Commurndst talking poiat. :

i & *

Recurrent rumers of German participation in Greek uerrilla activities are
SHI Theontrmed and penerally aiscounted. Neveriheless, increased
popular aid activity for the Grees guerrillzas has been noted in the Soviet
Zone of Germany, following the visit of 2 guerrilla deputation in January

and February of this year, and the soviet-controlled Berlin radio has
announced that two first-aid trucks, one ambulance, and surgical instro-
menis have been sent to the Greek guerrillas by German workers. However,
the German artillery pieces recently reported to have avrived in the Vitsi
area from Albania undoubtedly come from Soviet or Satellite booty rather
 than dirvectly from German sources.

X sk 5

Reputriation of the Greek children abducted by the Greek guerrillas and
mow in Satellite counizies appears as remote as ever. The Ked Cross,
which was charged by the UN General Assembly with preparations for the
repatriation, reports a lack of funds for the undertaking, and the Satellites
remain wncocperative. Meanwhile it has become apparent that the exiled
children are being thorsughly indoctrinated into the Communist view of
life, and many of the clder ones have returned to Greece to alleviate the
guerrilia manpower problem.

3 foed *

Another shooting incident at the Bulgarian border, during which Turkish
froopsd reportedly did not retern fhe Bulgerians five, has occurred after
some weeks of calm in that trovblesome area. Ome Turkish official view--
that the incident may have reflected no more than prankishness on the

nart of unsober Bulgarian military personnei--may not be far fram the
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truth. This sort of provocative Soviet-S8atellite action certainly does not
seam in accord with the curreunt outburst of Soviet amicability in Eurcpe,
just as the US Senste begins discussion of the Atlantic Treaty and the
Militaxry Aid Program.
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There are reports thai the ever -iroublesome Kurds in northern Irvagi

areas, egged on by Coramuniets and local leftists, are increacing their
agitation for autonomy. There have also been rumors (probably untrue)
that Mulla Mustapha, the Barzeni Kurds’ leader now in the USSR, is planning
to return to Irag to lead a revolt. Nuri Pasha will probably bring back

some selected elements of the Iragi Army (now in Jordan) for use as
security troops in the north. The return of the whole army might prove
unwise with respect to internal security in view of the dissatisfaction

amony the woops over the Palestine fiasco.
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