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What is Given?

This proposal relates to the research project “How to

do things with performance.” The session approaches

the theme of specificity by asking “What is given?” in

performance: in the conditions that allow knowledge

to become comprehensible? The session aims to create

conditions for a specific investigation on the given, in

and for a performance. How do given conditions specify
a relation to / with things in the world? We ask what is

given in performance, in terms of context, relationships,
history and reflection. The collaborative session propos-
es four approaches on the topic, presented by the mem-
bers of our research group. Each part is presented by
the members, including participation or an action with

the workshop participants. We have invited visual artist

Karolina Kucia to create a specific spatial arrangement

for the session. The workshop is thus not a paper-panel

workshop but rather a demonstration of four different

aspects on the topic of givenness. The session questions

the givens of performance, in that the performative el-
ements question their own making. The performances

thus specify the discussion and participation allocated

in the structure of the session.

Tero Nauha is an artist and a postdoctoral fellow at the Helsinki

Collegium for Advanced Studies. He defended his doctoral research
on schizoanalysis at the Theatre Academy of the University of the
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Arts Helsinki in January 2016. In 2015, he published his first fiction
novel Heresy & Provocation for Swedish-speaking publishing house
Forlaget. His performance art projects have been presented at the
Frankfurter Kunstverein and the New Performance Festival in Turku,
among other venues. www.teronauha.com

Annette Arlander, DA, is an artist, researcher and pedagogue,
one of the pioneers of Finnish performance art and a trailblazer of
artistic research. She was Professor of performance art and the-
ory (2001-2013) and Professor of artistic research (2015-2016) at
Uniarts Helsinki. Her research interests are artistic research, per-
formance-as-research and the environment. Her artwork involves
performing landscape by video or recorded voice. For publications,
see https://annettearlander.com

Dr Hanna Jérvinen is a dance historian and performance studies
scholar, and a docent in dance history at the University of Turku.
Since 2011, she has worked as a Lecturer at the Performing Arts
Research Centre of the Theatre Academy, University of the Arts
Helsinki whilst conducting research on dance, historiography, and
performative writing. She is the author of Dancing Genius (Palgrave
2014) as well as articles in journals such as Dance Research, AVANT,
and The Senses and Society.

Pilvi Porkola is an artist and postdoctoral researcher at Uniarts

Helsinki. She is a participant in the Finnish Academy-funded post-
doctoral research project ‘How To Do Things With Performance’.
Her performances have been presented in Sweden, Norway,
Denmark, Germany and New Zealand. She is a co-founder and ed-
itor in chief of Esitys magazine (2007-2017) and ICE HOLE - Live
Art Journal.
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