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Writing Letters to Trees
Wlth tbe Trees

CARPA 7, 26-28.8. 2021
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This presentation is related to the strand in the sense of being an “experimental form of writing in
artistic research”, with the aim to subtly “disrupt and displace conventions” and “queer scholarly
writing”, related to "interests in fictioning and speculative fabulation”. The practice of writing letters '
to trees by the trees, a form of semi-automatic writing addressed to the tree with the camera as

witness, has been developed as part of the project Meetings with Remarkable and Unremarkable A
. Trees and explored with various trees in Finnish, Swedish and English.
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Meetings with Remarkable
and Unremarkable Trees

Project blog
https://meetingswithtrees.
com

Project archive on the
Research Catalogue
https://www.researchcat

alogue.net/view/761326
761327



https://meetingswithtrees.com/
https://www.researchcatalogue.net/view/761326/761327

Artistically the project is located at the interesection of performance art, environmental art
and video or media art.

In scholarly terms it can be placed within the emerging field of critical plant studies, art’s
return to vegetal life, performance studies and artistic research.

Rethinking our relationship to other forms of life that we share this planet with is a central task
for artists today. Artistic research can contribute through its capacity to allow and to generate
hybrid forms of thinking and acting. This project wants to contribute to this growing field with
examples of relatively simple artistic practices, writing letters to trees next to trees being one
of them.



This presentation proposes the perhaps controversial idea that a thought occurring to the writer
while writing next to the tree might be provided by the tree, as their contribution to the
conversation. This idea can be understood as a literary gesture or dismissed as pure fantasy, but it
could also be seen as a possible solution to the dilemma of communicating with trees. Patricia
Vieira proposes “the notion of inscription as a possible bridge over the abyss separating humans
from the plant world [because] all beings inscribe themselves in their environment and in the
existence in those who surround them.” (Vieira 2017, 217) Following this line of thought, although
we could expect the human who writes to the tree to be doing the inscription, we could also see the
trees inscribing themselves onto the text, which emerges in the encounter.
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ertlng notes between sessions
spent with trees
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o, ' : Sunday W/th a Plne (8 min 12 sec)
KANY 7 performed on 24 September 2017 every two—hours between 8 AM and 8 PM in Nida on the Curonlan Splt



Writing next to trees (or shrubs),
addressing them at some point

Day with a Juniper 1 & 2 (21 min 56 sec)
performed on 3. August 2019 every hour between 7 AM and 9 PM on Uto, Finland



Writing a letter to the tree (afterwards)
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tting in a Pine) #
performed 100 times between 14.1.2018. and 3.2.2019 in Lill-Jansskogen Park, Stockholm
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Writing a letter to a tree
afterwards:

Dear Juniper, voice-over
text for “Revisiting the
Juniper” as part of
HTDTWP presents:

The Transformative
Potential of Performance
at CARPA 6, 29.8. 2019
Kiasma Theatre

Photo: Mia jalerva
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Writing letters to trees next to the trees:
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Dear Olive Tree, Dear Ficus Macrofylla | & Il https://www.researchcatalogue.net/view/761326/1013698

Tallen pa Hundudden 1-4 (The Pine on Hundudden) https://www.researchcatalogue.net/view/761326/771644

Dear Firethorn Rhus https://www.researchcatalogue.net/view/761326/822442/51/603

Dear Firethorn Rhus Il https://www.researchcatalogue.net/view/761326/822442/51/2128

Dear Pine — Kéra Tall https://www.researchcatalogue.net/view/761326/831544

Kuusi Hyvéd — Dear Spruce 1-7 https://www.researchcatalogue.net/view/761326/844990/0/0

Dear Spruce, Dear Birch and Dear Deceased https://www.researchcatalogue.net/view/761326/982302/20/3334

‘ Writing with a Pine, Writing in a Pine https://www.researchcatalogue.net/view/761326/1036306/182/2455

| l Dear Pine, Pines by the Path https://www.researchcatalogue.net/view/761326/1036306/182/2455



https://www.researchcatalogue.net/view/761326/1013698
https://www.researchcatalogue.net/view/761326/771644
https://www.researchcatalogue.net/view/761326/822442/51/603
https://www.researchcatalogue.net/view/761326/822442/51/2128
https://www.researchcatalogue.net/view/761326/831544
https://www.researchcatalogue.net/view/761326/844990/0/0
https://www.researchcatalogue.net/view/761326/982302/20/3334
https://www.researchcatalogue.net/view/761326/1036306/182/2455
https://www.researchcatalogue.net/view/761326/1036306/182/2455
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| Writing letters to trees next to the trees:

Tala om det for tallen (Tell it to the Pine) https://www.researchcatalogue.net/view/761326/1107375

Dearest Pine, Esteemed Pine Tree https://www.researchcatalogue.net/view/761326/1165222

Esteemed Tarri Pine https://www.researchcatalogue.net/view/761326/1225961

Dear Mountain Birch (with text) https://www.researchcatalogue.net/view/761326/1294375/18/4222

Dearest Mountain Birch (with text) https://www.researchcatalogue.net/view/761326/1289070/536/4656

. The Ash Tree on Ecker6 (with text) https://www.researchcatalogue.net/view/761326/1307712



https://www.researchcatalogue.net/view/761326/1107375
https://www.researchcatalogue.net/view/761326/1165222
https://www.researchcatalogue.net/view/761326/1225961
https://www.researchcatalogue.net/view/761326/1294375/18/4222
https://www.researchcatalogue.net/view/761326/1289070/536/4656
https://www.researchcatalogue.net/view/761326/1307712
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Writing letters to trees




Writing letters to trees

I : MG e e
P i 2B g A "‘ '}3‘“
= a5 e e ?, D77 : i, = ’
(el /] W
TS A LT R SI T '.". 3 A D ;g 2 /
r.,f.‘: N B 6 ;.’;:r,a (I8 b 1‘

"

-

&

5 5'
'}

\ »
\

\
O )

TR AR b AR SR ST
Nty o 7 S g SRR,

LA % A . 4 . -‘,\’lk,.. 4
3 e S/ S p  ANASIKG
v‘!i‘. SN o (S "‘,;' 377 ‘A_';;-'::,\\‘fl

O 1 e

“ - - . » 7



- J SRS ) b b e
Dear Firethorn Rhus (20 min 15 sec & 6 min)
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Performed with a Firethorne Rhus (Searsia pyroides) in N




Writing letters to trees

4 Dear Flrethorn Rhus II (20 min 15 sec & 6 m|n)
| Performed W|th a F|rethorne Rhus (SearSIa pyr0|des) in the Nlrox Nature Reserve 19 3. 2020




Writing letters to trees

‘  Dear Pine — Kéra tall 1-7 (12 min 30 sec - 20 min 32 sec)
performed between 30. 3. and 6. 8.2020 with a pine in Brunnsparken, Helsinki.




Writing letters to trees

Dear Spruce — Kuusi Hyvé 1-7 (c. 20 min 50 sec)
Harakka Island.
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Dear Spruce — Rakas Kuusi (20 min 15 sec & 5 min 47 sec) |
performed 25.9.2020 with a spruce near Mustarinda
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in 15 sec & 5 min 50 sec) ¢

(20 m
performed 29.9. 2020 with a birch near Mustarinda
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, Writing letters to trees
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Dear Deceased (20 min 15 sec & 6 min 26 sec) 5
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Writing letters to trees

Dear Pine (10 min & 4 min 30 sec)
performe 2020 with a pine on Oré
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Pines by the Path (Kdra tall) (16 min 20 sec & 4 min 5 sec)
performed 1.12.2020 with two pines on Ord



Writing letters to trees

Dearest Plne (with text) (15 min 45 sec)
performed 21.2.2021 with a pine on Oro
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Esteemed Pine Tree (16 min 15 sec)
performed 23.2.2021 with a pine on Ord
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Esteemed Tarri Pine (with text) (8 min 10 sec and 27 min 30 sec) s~
14.4.2021 with a pine in Hailuoto
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performed 10.6 and recorded 13.6.2021 with a birch in Kilpisjarvi
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Dear Mountain Birch (23 min) and Dear Mountain Birch (with text) (7 min) }
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11.6 and recorded 13..6.2021 with a birch in Kilp
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ed 11.7.2021 with an ash tree i
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Tala om det for tallen (Tell it to the Pine) 1 -3 (8 min - 14 min. sec) « ..
performed on 11.1., 20.2., 11.5.and 27.6.2021 with a pine on Oré A
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11l SELECTED VIDEO EXAMPLES
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https://www.researchcatalogue.net/view/727848/727849/0/0
https://jer.openlibhums.org/
https://pinp2021.aalto.fi/essays-visual-essays/
https://designingpluriversity.org/Annette-Arlander
https://www.researchcatalogue.net/view/761326/1307712/495/508

. k
Ay
[

E TO BE VIEW



https://vimeo.com/592842492
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Project archive on the Research Catalogue
https://www.researchcatalogue.net/view/761326/761327

Or my website
https://annettearlander.com



https://meetingswithtrees.com/
https://www.researchcatalogue.net/view/761326/761327
https://annettearlander.com/

Il REFERENCES (in the voice-over)
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Richard Grusin, 21-48. Minneapolis'& London: University of Minnesota Press.

Hall, Matthew. 2011. Plants as Persons: A Philasophical Botany. Albany: State University of New York
Press.

Haraway, Donna J. 2016. Staying with the Trouble: Making Kin in the Chthulucene. Durham and
London: Duke University Press.



Marder, Michael. 2013. Plant-Thinking: A Philosophy of Vegetal Life. New York: Columbia University
Press.

Marder, Michael. 2018. “A Portrait of Plants as Artists.” In The Philosopher’s Plant.
httesi//philosoplant.lareviewofbooks:org /?p=243

Ryan, John C. 2017. “In the Key of Green — The Silent Voices of Plants in Poetry.” In The Language of
Plants - Science, Philosophy, Literature, edited by Monica Gagliano, John C. Ryan and Patricia Vieira,
273-296. Minneapolis London: University of Minnesota Press.

Vieira, Patricia, Monica Gagliano, and John Ryan. 2015. “Introduction.” In The Green Thread.
Dialogues with the Vegetal World, edited by Patricia Vieira, Monica Gagliano, and John Ryan, ix-xxvii.
Lanham, Boulder, New York, London: Lexington

Vieira, Patricia. 2017. “Phytographia: Literature as Plant Writing.” In The Language of Plants -
Science, Philosophy, Literature, edited by Monica Gagliano, John C. Ryan and Patricia Vieira, 215-
233. Minneapolis London: University of Minnesota Press.
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Thank you for your attention!
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