God is All-Present (Gott ist Gegenwartig)

a jazz cantata for mixed choir, big band, organ
jazz soloists and live electronic

words by Gerhard Tersteegen
* 25. November 1697 in Moers; T 3. April 1769 in Miilheim an der Ruhr
music by Uwe Steinmetz (*1975)



This cantata is meant to celebrate the spiritual power of singing and its legacy in the movement of spiritual jazz started by Duke Ellington, John Coltrane, Albert
Ayler and many others who were deeply influenced in their musical work by the sung liturgies in the churches they grew up in. Their music transcended any
religious and dogmatic boundaries but celebrated humbly what Coltrane called A Love Supreme and sought to express an all encompassing devotion to the
transcendent, the holy within the whole range of the jazz tradition and the avant-garde. Often, while making music, the presence of something transcendent is
felt by musicians, independent of (any) religious belief. Music can become like a prayer or meditation experience for everyone. Therefore music is often viewed
as a ,doorway to the sacred” or even as a practice of faith, to create healing, as jazz drummer Brian Blade calls it.

John Coltrane describes the source of the inspiration for A Love Supreme in his liner notes for the album in 1965 a “religious conversion” in 1957. He quit
alcohol and drugs, rejoined Miles Davis’s band — and began a musical and spiritual quest that would last until his death in 1967. He sat out to thank God with
his music. 225 years earlier, in 1724, German mystic Gerhard Teerstegen had his religious conversion at which time he consecrated himself to God as attested
to in his testimony. He soon set up a school for poor children and began composing textbooks of instruction, which included a catechism of Christian doctrine.
He had longed and sought to experience “inner liberty” (a transformed life based on God's indwelling presence).

John Coltrane based his composition on a repetitive chant, which set a melody to the title and overall theme of devotion, A Love Supreme. In this composition,
which follows loosely the form of Johann Sebastian Bachs cantatas, | use Tersteegens most famous poem, “God is All-Present” as the basis. Using diverse
images, his text describes the state of deepest adoration of the All Holy God and introduces a mystical unity and fellowship with the sacred, with God. This
experience, which is a shared goal of many spiritual practices throughout the world, would be close to Coltrane’s own beliefs, which transcended the Christian
religion. The song has attained a wider use than any other of Tersteegen's hymns, and is found in most recent collections. | set his poem to a new chorale
melody and arranged the verses in a new dramatic order. The eight verse, a Gloria verse in which the angels (Cherubim) praise God with their eternal angelic
choir, is not a literal part of the cantata. Instead | wrote canons around this theme that frame the beginning and end of the piece. The first words, “Gott ist
Gegenwartig” structure along with the canons the cantata in its entirety. The angelic singing is meant to be expressed through the intertwined canon melodies
which create altogether a tonality between C Lydian and lonian (f# + f), the two brightest colours of the Major Scale, and are a reminder of gongs or bell ringing
for a call to and end of worship. | call this in the old orthodox liturgical tradition Cherubicon. The hymn symbolically incorporates those present at the liturgy (or
in the performance of this piece) into the presence of the angels gathered around God's throne.

The cantata deals compositionally with the superimposition of tonalities, metres and timelines through symmetrical rhythms as found in George Russell’s
“Vertical Forms"”. Composed passages are interwoven with free improvisations by the choir and soloists of the big band and the organ. A shorter version of this
composition was premiered as a commission for the International Choir Festival DREIKLANG in Greifswald with a jazz tentet and Eric Ericsons Kammarkot
(Stockholm) in 2012.

Uwe Steinmetz, March 2018

“I [John Coltrane] am [Christian] by birth-that is, my mother was and my father was, and so forth; and my early teachings were of
the Christian faith. Now, as | look out upon the world-and this has always been a thing with me-I feel that all men know the
truth, see? I've always felt that even though a man was not a Christian, he still had to know the truth some way. Or if he was a
Christian he could know the truth, or he could not. It's according to where he knew the truth. And the truth itself doesn’t have
any name on it. Each man has to find this for himself, | think.”

Lewis Porter. “The Man: ‘A Quiet, Shy Guy’.” John Coltrane: His Life and Music. The University of Michigan Press. 2010,

page 260.

Gott ist Gegenwartig - Jazzcantata for mixed choir, organ and big band

bar # solo-parts extras duration
I Entrance Cherubicon free organ intro, singers improvise + windplayers in the room ca. 6 min.
1. Coro 1 Gottist gegenwirtig, lasset uns anbeten ~ 1-70 Soprano Sax Solo (open) ->bar 55 backgrounds on cue 5.30 - 7min
1. Coro 2 Herr, komm in mir wohnen 71-96 organ, drums, sax/flute free tempo, follow soloists 3 -4 min
V. Rezitativ (bassi) Wir entsagen willig allen Eitelkeiten ~ 97-172 git. & bass duo, bar 97 (free, open) trombone solo (open) -> bar 116 ca. 10 min
basses & organ & Elec. /-> bar 158 drums & organ duo ->161
V. Coro 3 Majestatisch Wesen 173-184 1 min
VI Coro 4 Luft die alles fiillet 185-229 organ, drums, ss and/or tp solo + elec. (open) on groove ->185 5-7 min
ss+ tp comment on melody (213)
VII. Coro 5 Du durchdringest alles 230-269 Messiaen like mood, + elec., free tempo ca. 3 min
VIII. Rezitativ (alti)  Mache mich einfaltig 270-295 ca. 2 min
IX. Coro 6 Gott ist gegenwirtig, lasset uns anbeten ~ 296-344 tb, as solo (or trumpet) ->319 solo (open), solo duet ->336 7-10 min
Exit Cherubicon alternatively tutti collective solo

windplayers & choir
total: 43 - 50 min

considerations:

- it is understood that the parts where the organ is (timingwise) closely part of the ensemble a miked portative (Truhenorgel) is used or a midified organ which
can be played from within the ensemble. The free improvisation is meant to make use of the space and is fine with a grand organ located away from the band

- the big band and the choir should be placed closely to eachother to blend windplayers and voices as close as possible to one sound.

- the soloists can be exchanged where possible according to motivation

- duets and collective improvisation is encouraged

- the ending from 336 can turn into a collective free improvisation based on “ascension” etc.,
but the ending (last bars) should be as written though optional rubato.



Uwe Steinmetz
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in 5 voices

ANON I: Der Vater| Text: Gerhard Teerstegen
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}CHORAL "Der Sohn" und GLORIA KANON 3:‘ Text: Hildegard von Bingen
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Gott ist Gegenwartlg Musik: Uwe Steinmetz
Text: Gerd Teerstegen
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Gott st ge-gen-wir - tig, las - set uns an-be - ten und in Ehr - furcht vor ihn tre - ten.
F6/C BbMaj7/C CMaj7/F Eb/F BbMaj7/F DPMaj7/F Db7#9

{ — N
Gott st in der Mit - te, al - les in uns schwei - ge und sich in - nigst vor ihm beu - ge.
FMaj7/B GMaj7/B Fﬁmin9 BbMaj7b5/B AMaj7/B D Maj7/E E7b9
; |

wer ihn kennt, wer ihn nennt, schlag die Au-gen nie - der kommt, er - gebt Euch wie - der.
2) Gott ist gegenw irtig, 4) Majestitisch Wesen, 1. God Himself is present: 2. God Himself is with us:
dem die Cherubinen maécht ich recht dich preisen Letus now adore Him, ] Hear the harps resounding!
Tag und Nacht gebiicket dienen.  ynd im Geist dir Dienst erweisen.  ~1d With awe appear before Him. See the crowds the throne surrounding!
Heilig, heilig, heilig! Maécht ich wie die Engel God is in His temple, "Holy, holy, holy,"
singen ihm zur Ehre / immer vor dir stehen All within keep silence, Hear the hymn ascending,
aller Engel hohe Chére. und dich gegenwirtig sehen. Prostrate lie with deepest reverence. Songs of saints and angels blending!
Herr, vernimm unsre Stimm, Lass mich dir fiir und fiir Him alone God we own, Bow Thine ear to us here:
da auch wir Geringen trachten zu gefallen, Hiﬂ_l our _GOd and Savior; Hear, O Christ, the praises
unsre Opfer bringen. liebster Gott, in allem. Praise His Name forever. That Thy church now raises.

4. O Thou fount of blessing, purify my spirit;

Trusting only in Thy merit, like the holy angels

Who behold Thy glory, may I ceaselessly adore Thee,

Let Thy will ever still rule Thy church terrestrial as the hosts celestial.



1. Blend in with canon singers who gradually fade out.

2. Start with an open repition of the first bar, start from nothing wit] GOD IS ALL—PRESENT

very soft sounds, broken phrases (particles of . e
the melody line) time is there from the beginning! Gott ist Gegenwartlg

Musik: Uwe Steinmetz

Text: Gerd Tersteegen
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‘Chorale part for all (congregation/audience) to join ! (opt.)
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