The Damned

Recorder Concerto

Written for The Hadit Collective

By
Aidan Teplitzky






"The second earliest vivid memory I have is of being at school in a music lesson.
We started to play the recorders under the instruction from the teacher. I was
trying my best, as I like to do things right. So I was smashing out 'Three Blind Mice'
on this recorder as best I could, giving it the full welly treatment because when I do
something I do it properly. So, as I was playing the teacher came over to speak to
me, and I was thinking, I am nailing this. Here comes the teacher to give me some
praise. Unfortunately none of these things transpired. The teacher removed me
from the group and sent me out of the classroom because she thought I was being
bad at the recorder on purpose. This was heart-breaking for me, as I was genuinely
trying the best I could. How badly must I have been playing for the teacher to think
[ was being shit on purpose? I was just shit and enthusiastic."

from A Class Act by Rob Beckett, 2022

Instrumentation
Descant Recorder

Teaching Assistant

Duration
10 Minutes (approx.)

Dedication
Written for The Hadit Collective

Score in C

Performance Directions
The performance of the piece should take place in a learning environment (e.g.

a school classroom). The Teaching Assistant should not try to act in any way.
There should be a significant aesthetic difference between the recorder used
by the performer and those distributed to the class to emphasise the hierarchy
present. One option is to have the recorders handed out to be bright and
colourful.

Regular text should be spoken.

Text in bold should be done as an action
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The Damned

Recorder Concerto

In a cheery manner

Descant Recorder Solo
(Teacher)

Mo

going to be learning to play the "
recorder.

Aidan Teplitzky

By the end of today's lesson you will be able
to make a nice sound on the recorder, know

Good day everyone, today we are T

articulate, and how to play a melody. If you

Powerpoint and Teacher Assistant H

Powerpoint - Slide 1(Title)
Teacher Assistant - Standing by 1
with an air of casual pleasantness

could hand out the recorders please
Mr/Mrs/Ms (Surname of Teaching Assistant)

Powerpoint - Slide 2 (Lesson Plan)
Teacher Assistant - On cue, hand out

recorders from bucket in a casually
pleasant manner

how to play the notes B, A, and G, howto ——;
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[ play as quietly as possible, like this.
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eye contact as though disaspproving of
their mistake
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of anybody who overblows on
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1 instrument and make a more
obvious sign you disapprove of
their mistake
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Well done! Some of you are still playing a little
too forcefully and some of you are not blowing

enough air through the mouthpiece. If you are
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overblowing, don't force the air too much
and if you're playing too quietly, blow more
air into the instrument.

Now we are going to learn how to play our first note, B. The
note B is played by having your thumb over the hole on the
back (demonstrate) and your index finger over the first hole

at the top (demonstrate) which sounds like this.
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right amount of air to not overblow or be too quiet.
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Wait a moment before interrupting

we add our third finger to cover the
third hole. Let's hear it?
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the class - Good, now for the note G 1

T Almost instantly interrupt

) the class - Good, now here is the
melody we are going to play.
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PowerPoint slides as piece continues
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cont. until next instruction
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cont. until next instruction

D. Rec.Solo 4 % H ﬁo = o éli = %

54 54 54 o/ 54 7 54

D. Rec.Solo

D. Rec.Solo

"™
g
o
=
™

D. Rec.Solo

D. Rec.Solo

D. Rec.Solo

D. Rec.Solo

\
-~ = \./>\_/> ~ ~—

oo o—fp fo—— o So—fo——Jp S



. Rec.Solo

. Rec.Solo

. Rec.Solo

> =
T T | "\‘
. Rec.Solo
SR ~ s = o T o

Jo fo fo S fo——0 fo Sp fo So——Sp So——p

88

. Rec.Solo o
o 4 e b TIo——— & S

. Rec.Solo

. Rec.Solo

. Rec.Solo

100
I . .
)’ A N > | N | N | N I\, | - ]
RecSolo {foy 7" & N7 77 g =7 Ng =+ 7 N7 & & |
Q) < ? ¥ ® @ ®



D. Rec.Solo

D. Rec.Solo
D. Rec.Solo
D. Rec.Solo
D. Rec.Solo
D. Rec.Solo
122
D. Rec.Solo
D)
125
D. Rec.Solo l\_v“fhi % ey
D)
D. Rec.Solo
D. Rec.Solo

A
D. Rec.Solo @



J=120

1O

<
o
0N
3
ol
o~
A

=
N
Py Py
T T FIEedd

|_3_l

> 7
o —o
==

2P 0 )
e
/ 100

>

(
P
et

—3

F

> >/‘

=
=~

140

D. Rec.Solo

==

—

P

&/
4

3

[

/\/
/|

— &7
===

3
===

S
=
® o

3

1

I
&
e

143

D. Rec.Solo

$H10
[Y)

146

2 o o/
o |

-

h‘
o o]

o rf\

(o

by
oY o

|
|

P>
®

P>
®

e 28—

P>y
®

P>y
®

by re /&

SV

[ fanY

D. Rec.Solo

.
Koy 1
<«
R
=
QT
Ky
0
4.
A.#.r
1y
I
]
1 b

3
e

|
&

ERER

)

149

D. Rec.Solo

&)

)

 fan
NS,
[Y)

-/
ol B

< -
o o
B O

L_g—J

-
—

|_3_l

| 18

D. Rec.Solo

>
>/—\/—\

>/_\ >
frf

b

’

—
=

>— =
F#fr

I

I

W
""P"IF‘Q

Z—
-

I

|_3_l

e
=

45
|

2

L_g—1

SV

D. Rec.Solo

> molto rit. . _
> o £ o £ o £ o

ool

=

|_3_l

|_3_l

[ fanY
NV

y 4

D. Rec.Solo

Okay that's all we have time for today. Make
sure to give Mr/Mrs (Surname of Teaching
Assistant) your recorder and see you next

Title
Teacher Assistant - Collect any recorders

still being used by the class.

Powerpoint -

Powerpoint - Slide 16 (Learning
Outcomes and school bell)

Teacher Assistant - Collect any recorders

still being used by the class.

week where we will be learning the notes

F sharp and C.
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