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newmemberstates.Tocelebratethisocca-
sion,Hollandimplementedavastrange
ofculturalprogramscalled"ThinkingFor
ward."Thevisualartcomponent,aseries

ofsevenexhibitionsinstigatedbyMaria
Hlavajovaandcollectivelytitled"Who
IfNotWeShouldAtLeastTrytoImagine
theFutureofAllThis?7episodeson
(ex)changingEurope,"comprisedthree
differentexhibitionsintheNetherlands,
aswellasshowsinBudapest,Ljubljana,
Vilnius,andWarsaw.
ArWittedeWithinRotterdam,parting

directorCatherineDavidinvitedAustrian
artistPeterFriedito"respondtothepro-
ject'sframeworkandtoconceptualizethe
basisforamuchneededcritiquebythe
project'spositiontowardstheso-called
guests:Whoiswelcomingwhomandto
what?"Friedldecidedtomakeanexhili-
tionaboutCyprus,whichhasbeendivided
betweenGreeceandTurkeysince1974-
AlthoughonlytheTurkishparthasvoted
infavorofreunification,onlytheGreck
partiscurrentlyEUterritory.Friedl'sDVD
instalationincludedslideprotectionsof

playgroundsaswellasfilmexcerpts,text,
andtwosmallvideoanimationsofblue
sky.Friedhasoftenusedplaygroundsas
sitesofineuinintothesconoutesofcoun

tries.Designedaccordingtoprinciples
ofergonomics,health,andothersocial
issues,playgroundsareseeminglydevoid
ofpoliticsandyetbringtomindJean-Luc
Godard'scommentthat"childrenare
politicalprisoners."
AttheStedelijkMuseuminAmsterdam,
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PaulinaOlowska,AccidentalCollages,2004,mixedmedia,

twenty-twoartistsfromacrossEuropeas
wellasCuba,thisexhibitionwasboththe
mostextensiveandthemostovertlypolit-
ical.Butwhileaddressingsuchquestions
aslegalandillegalbordercrossing,xeno-
phobia,andthesystemsofinclusionand
exclusion,mostoftheworksintheshow
managedtobalanceanacutesenseof
urgencywithahighlyconceptualvisual
language.MarkoRaat'sdeadpanvideo
documentaryForAestheticReasons,1999,
featuresAndersKurg,anEstonianarchi-
tecturalhistorianandadmirerofDanish
modernismwhohaspursuedrequestsfor
asyluminDenmarksolelyfor"aestheticrea
sons."DeRijke/deRooij'sslideprojection

atoptheemptyPalast
isduetobedemolished
merEastGermanparliament
acivic-cunt-entertainment
restaurantsandbowline-was

toasbestosinSeptember
afterwhatwastouted
freelyelectedgovemment
FederalRepublic.When
asaguttedyetasbestos-free
ticketsfortoursrapidly
therewaslittleleftto
ing'spersistentpopularity
ofconcerts,talks,and
thoseorganizedby


