
14.	The	Hobby	Horse	
	
	
Lyrics	
	
Listen	a	while	and	I’ll	tell	you	a	tale		
of	a	tiny	horse	with	shoes	to	big,	
With	a	thump,	thump,	thump,	thump,	thump,	a	thump,	thump,	thump.	
This	shoe	it	was	made	from	the	finest	wood,		
lined	with	lead,	much	too	big,	
And	after	the	journey	the	horse	was	weak,	fell	down	dead	
With	a	thump,	thump,	thump,	thump,	thump,	a	thump,	thump,	thump.	
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Activity	description	 Without	violin	

• Sing	 and	 learn	 the	 song	 whilst	 step	 the	 upbeat	
and	 first	 beat.	 The	 steps	 should	 show	 a	 light	
upbeat	and	a	heavy	down	beat	

• Pizz	 the	 thumb	 and	 tap	 the	 song	 with	 the	 3rd	
finger	
	

Suggested	age/year	
group	

6+	
Sing	and	playing	2nd	year	
	

Musical	goals	(short	
and	long	term)	

• Placing	the	first	beat	of	the	bar		
• Direction	of	upbeat	to	down	beat	

	
Song	information	 ‘The	 Hobby	 Horse	 Dance’,	 John	 Playford,	 Apollo’s	

Banquet,	1670,	No.	27	
	

	
Form	 A	B	C	B	
Rhythmic	features	
(typical	patterns,	
upbeats)	

jeq    hq   q|hqhq|h 
Includes	upbeat	

	
Tonality/tonic	 D	major	
Pitch	range	 M13	
Alterations	to	the	
score	

Lyrics	were	altered	to	be	more	children	friendly.	
	

	


