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Recycling  
Yantra/  
Installation  
and Video
Interpretation of the Smara-hara 
Yantra (remover of desire/ tool for 
overcoming desire) made out of 
electronic waste. The videos por-
tray the informal recycling network 
in Delhi. The stations of the desin-
tegration process correspond with 
the material in the installation.   
 
Year/ 2013 – 2014 
 
Installation/  
Sorted electronic waste  
2.7 x 2.7m or 5 x 5m  
  
Video/  
Four channels, 1080p, 1:03:58” 
 
Video Online/  
https://vimeo.com/206299125
Password: MyWasteIsMyDesire  
 
URL/ -> http://raphaelperret.ch/
recycling-mandala/exhibiton-at-
helmhaus-zurich/
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Video Chapters/ 
2nd’s Computers, Computer Repair, Scrap Dealer, Phone Dismantler, CRT Dismantler, CD Drive Dismantler, Keyboard Dismantler, Plastic Recycling, Copper 
Extraction, Solder Extraction, Gold Extraction, Wire Stripping, Printer Dismantler  
 
Video Online/ -> https://vimeo.com/206299125   Password: MyWasteIsMyDesire 
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Machines of  
Desire/  
Publication
Documentation of the “Recycling 
Yantra” project as well as an ap-
proach to “desire” in a technology 
driven culture.  
 
URL/ -> http://raphaelperret.ch/ma-
chines-of-desire-publication/ 

Edited by Raphael Perret 2014, New 
Delhi / Zurich – With contributions 
by: Ravi Agarwal, Simon Berkler, 
Isabella Bozsa, Bharati Chaturvedi, 
Madhu Khanna, Olaf Knellessen, 
Frank J. Korom, Daniel Morgenthaler, 
Francis Müller, Raphael Rogenmoser
 
212 pages, hardcover, all texts in 
Englisch and German, colour images, 
170 x 240 x 22mm, edition 500ex.  

Designed by Bureau vue, Claudia 
Wildermuth
 
Amsel Verlag, Zurich/  
ISBN 978-3-9523960-7-0 
 
Date of Publication/  
13. 12. 2014 
 
Print/  
Pragati, Hyderabad, India
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The Dark Side  
of the Chip/  
Photography
Series of photographs, investiga-
ting the aesthetics of decaying 
technology, recycling and the 
therewith created pollution.  
 
So far in three parts:  
PC Boards, Keypads and Mandoli.  
 
 
Year 
2013 – 2014

Title 
Platine #6, 91 x 73cm  
 
Material  
Epson Fotoprint, Permajet Oyster 
on 1mm Aluminum
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Title  
Platine #3  
90 x 77cm 
 
Material  
Epson Fotoprint 
Permajet Oyster on  
1mm Aluminum
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Title  
Platine #4, 102 x 42cm 
 
Material  
Epson Fotoprint, Permajet Oyster 
on 1mm Aluminum
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Title  
Platine #7  
97 x 60cm 

 
Material  
Epson Fotoprint 
Permajet Oyster on  
1mm Aluminum
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Title Platine #8, 92 x 86cm Material Epson Fotoprint, Permajet Oyster on 1mm Aluminum
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Title  
Keypad #1, 45 x 45cm 
 
Material  
Epson Fotoprint, Permajet Oyster 
on 1mm Aluminum



 21

Title  
Keypad #6, 45 x 45cm 
 
Material  
Epson Fotoprint, Permajet Oyster 
on 1mm Aluminum
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Title  
Keypad #8, 45 x 45cm 
 
Material  
Epson Fotoprint, Permajet Oyster 
on 1mm Aluminum
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Title  
Keypad #9, 45 x 45cm 
 
Material  
Epson Fotoprint, Permajet Oyster 
on 1mm Aluminum
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Title  
Keypad #14, 45 x 45cm 
 
Material  
Epson Fotoprint, Permajet Oyster 
on 1mm Aluminum
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Afterlife/  
Photography

Year/ 2019 

Size 
52 x 61cm 
 
Material  
Epson Fotoprint,  
Permajet Oyster on  
1mm Aluminum
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Grösse 

55 x 44cm
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Do It Yourself — Undo It Yourself!  
 
 

symmetry of support systems
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Extract from Comic Smoke – English Version
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Extract from Comic Dust – Hindi Version
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App
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Examples of Questions 

«There is a very loud factory in our neighbourhood. What is the effect 

on humans and what can we do about it?» 

 

The focus was mainly on health related topics as in this example:  

«My friend has contracted TB due to the blowing of PC boards. But 

because of his circumstances he cannot leave that job. I want to know 

from you what he should do?»
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The Multi-Part Answer 

«… TB is not directly caused by the burning of PC board but caused by 

bacteria that spread from person to person. …  

 

The burning of PC board or any e-waste containing plastic releas-

es toxins which make one susceptible to various respiratory diseases. 

When the body becomes weak due to respiratory infections then there 

is a chance that the person may get Tuberculosis. …  
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Instead of burning PC board he can do dismantling of keyboards, tear-

ing of wires, sorting of e-waste, dismantling of other types of e-waste 

where he is not exposed to smoke and dust. He should also wear a 

mask while doing work. …  

 

Following is the information of nearby TB clinics and hospitals. … 

National Institute of TB and Respiratory Diseases – Sri Aurobindo Marg, 

Seth Sarai, Mehrauli, Delhi 110030, phone: 011 2651 7826 (free) … »  
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Feedback and Results 

— The app is easy to use, useful and directly applicable in daily life. 

— The comics are perceived as a trustworthy source of knowledge. 
More of them are wanted. 

— Learning from the questions and answers from other users is seen as 
very interesting. 

— It was explicitly wished that more people should use the app, in or-
der to have more questions coming in. 

— Based on the comics as well as the Q&As, advice was given to friends 
and family. 
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— The comics and the Q&As were shown to friends and neighbours, for 
them to learn as well. 

— The work safety gear (masks, gloves, glasses,…) was tested and a 
positive change ascertained. 

— The app is rated ’better than Google’. Because it gives only one an-
swer to a question, which is certainly true and in an comprehensible 
language. 

— Life and work are full of problems – the app gives answers and 
makes both easier. 
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