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• What interests you, 
when you turn the 
focus towards your 
own practice as 
teacher-artist?

Go into breakout rooms 
and discuss with a 
colleague, what you would 
like to research in your 
own practice as teacher-
artist. 

Formulate a question that 
you can share in the chat 
when you come back. 



A/r/tographic 
research 
questions in 
the chat

(names removed)



A/r/tography



A/r/tography is a hybrid research methodology that explores
pedagogical practice through artistic practice (Triggs & Irwin, 2019)

The '/' is meant to illustrate the coexistence and the equal approach
to the three positions/identities of artist, teacher, researcher. 

(Springgay et al., 2005)
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Living inquiry   

 Becoming pedagogical

Relationality



“Becoming pedagogical” describes a state of
embodied and living learning: “living inquiry”
(Gouzouasis et al., 2013), where the teacher sees 
themselves as continuously learning across time and 
space—ongoing, all the time.

One is constantly becoming pedagogical, rather than
being complete or finished as a pedagogue.
“Becoming pedagogical” is fundamentally relational, in 
a rhizomatic way. The pedagogical becoming, through
an artistic approach, is interwoven with relationships.

As a methodology, a/r/tography has gradually shifted
its focus from learning how to teach, to learning how to 
continuously learn—that is, developing a constant
inquiry-based approach to learning (how to teach).

This also shifts the view of the teacher from being an 
expert to being a co-learner with the student, where
the teacher is constantly relearning what it means to 
be a teacher.

Photo by Shu Qian on Unsplash 
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“Often, teacher candidates believe they will become teachers by 

completing a teacher education program. In this study, the emphasis is 

placed on ‘becoming pedagogical’ where educators embrace a

constant state of coming to know through living inquiry. Living inquiry is 

a commitment to an embodied engagement with the world that often 

includes creative forms of interpretation and representation. Using 

a/r/tography as both a pedagogical strategy and a research strategy 

enabled us, as instructors and teacher candidates, to think deeply about 

what it means to be in a constant of ‘becoming pedagogical’”.

(Gouzouasis et al., 2013, pp. 2-3)



• Theorizing practice

Centralt i A/R/Tography

Both practice-based and practice-led, 
if teaching is understood as a practice (which I do ) 



Questions to staff:
• With more knowledge about a/r/tography, how does the

idea of having an overarching a/r/tographic educational
model feel? Yes/no?

• What would be good, and what would not be good about
such a model?

• Would you feel comfortable teaching and supervising 
a/r/tographically? Yes/no, why/why not?

• What kind of professional development would you need in 
order to feel comfortable teaching and supervising in an 
a/r/tographic dance pedagogy program?

Conclusion:

- We will continue with an 
a/r/tographic example in the Dance 
Pedagogy Research Group on May 
18.
- We will address the R (researcher) 
in a/r/ography during the staff days
in June or August.

Tone Pernille Østern, Uniarts Stockholm, 6 May 2021

Tone Pernille Østern, Uniarts Stockholm, 6 May 2021

Tone Pernille Østern, Uniarts Stockholm, 6 May 2021



A/r/tographic references

Gouzouasis, P., Irwin, R.L. Miles, E., & Gordon, A. (2013). Commitments to a Community of Artistic Inquiry: Becoming Pedagogical through 
A/R/Tography in teacher education. International Journal of Education & the Arts, 14 (1), 2-23. 

Irwin, R.L., LeBlanc, N., Ryu, J. Y., & Belliveau, G. (2017). A/r/tography  as Living Inquiry. In P. Leavy (Red.), Handbook of Arts-Based Research (pp. 37-
53). Guilford Publications M.U.A.

Irwin, R.L. (n.d..). Rita L. Irwin. http://ritairwin.com/

Springgay, S.,  Irwin, R., & Kind, S. (2005). A/r/tography as Living Inquiry Through Art and Text. Qualitative Inquiry, 11(6), 897-912.

Triggs, V., & Irwin, R. L. (2019). Pedagogy and the a/r/tographic Invitation. The International Encyclopedia of Art and Design. 

Web resources

Rita Irwin https://edcp.educ.ubc.ca/faculty-staff/rita-irwin/

A/r/tography  https://artography.edcp.educ.ubc.ca/
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