Example 2.1: Messiaen’s colour analysis! of Choral de la Sainte Montagne
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bluish | acid green | violetand | red more bluish acid green | violet
green, | onbluish | pink on emphasized | green, on bluish | and
on green, green red onacid | green, pink on
acid completely green completely | green
green | faded by almost | faded by
almost | black black? black
black
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bluish violet | red goldand | red bluish acid green | violet
green and brown green, on on bluish | and
and light | pink acid green | green, pink
purple on almost completely | on
on green black faded by green
orange black
faded by
black
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bluish violet and | red purple, | blue goldish | white purple | blue,
green pink on grey violet yellow, | (with ,grey | deep
and green and bluish purple and | and royal
light dark grey, pale dark blue
purple grey purple | yellow grey
on reflections
orange
faded by
black

1 The colours of Messiaen are my own translation from French
2 The colours in italics are not noted by Messiaen because there is a repetition of a chord (that usually means the same colour to Messiaen as before)
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blue violet | pale green | pale green | red orange, grey and
with a with a gold and purple with a
little little milky little red and
yellow, yellow, no white, at the top a
silver grey, | grey, more orange little bit of
red and red and a dominates | blue
black little black
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brickred, | red red red bluish | acid green | pale blue | green-
a little and green, | on bluish | on green- | brown on
blackened, | orange, on green, brown, dark blue
a little bluish acid completely | almost (with a
white and | grey green | faded by black little light
very pale almost | black (witha yellowish
green black little acid | grey)
green)
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red-brown white (C- grey, with red red gold and
on bluish maj.) on black and brown,
grey blackand | gold patches, with a
gold (C#- and a little bit little red
min.) with | ofred
light bluish
grey
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red, witha | brown blue, deep royal | violet and yellowish red
little brown | with gold | blue pink on green | green on
because of | and a grey, gold
the lower little and black
register black
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quite dark grey, with a
little white and orange

the red of the last bar is deep
red, quite dark, where the
carmine red of the upper fifth
and the black red of the low E
comes through




