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Who is Misi Saljong?







The Mandis are one of the fewest 
matrilineal societies in the world.







Songsarek, the belief of the blessings 



AnnualAnnual

AgriculturalAgricultural

CycleCycle
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Mandis believe in good and bad 
omen. The reality of O’pata is dictat-
ed by the dreams. 
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Rokimema?



Den’bisila



god of ricegod of rice



Clearing of the land to be blessed 
with good harvest





Sree Tonggitchak-Gitok-Warikaw





A’gal

of er 

ro
oster and 
rice 

beer 

to
 

th
r 

m
ot

her 
of f r

e



of er 

ro
oster and 
rice 

beer 
to

 
th

r 
m

ot
her 

of f r

e



churaronachuraronachurarona
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free 
land 

from pollution



Burning of  the jhum Burning of  the jhum 
beginsbegins  



Rongchungala
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Thanks giving ceremony 
ofering on a bamboo leaf
sprinkled with rice beer



In Bangladesh, jhum cultiva-
tion has been made illegal, mak-

ing the cultures associated, lost. 
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Chu’rugala



smear it on the house, sm
ear it o

n the back, sm
ear the paste all over and everywhere-



ththt e smokekek of tf tf he incensnsn eses will takekek ththt eheh

s



Cha’chat

he

shape o fto fto ththt e impend

ing clouds

Insense from the Cha’chat tree is 
burned





100 Drums100 Drums100 Drums100 Drums 10
0



                 mountain             
fl owers
everyday  
                    love               
birds               sky

   sea   sea

10
0

















you may 
fnd your 
love in the 
spirit of 
love and 
joy and 
laughter in 
the danc-
es and 
songs for 
the spirits 
who have 
b l e s s e d





songs and 
dance and 
l a u g h t e r 
of 50 or 
more dis-
tinct styles 
to emulate 
the natu-
ral tones 
of birds, 
a n i m a l s , 
mountains, 
o c e a n s 
and every-
day lives



It is not to worship,It is not to worship,
but it is to thankbut it is to thank
for all we have is for all we have is 
what nature  giveswhat nature  gives
and it is nature and it is nature 
we must turn towe must turn to





















Mandi is an indigeneous communi-
ty that has  lost its written language 
many moons ago, and is under con-
tinuous tension of losing its tradi-
tion. Their traditions are a reflection 
of the reality of the universe. I chose 
to blur the images to illustrate the 
reality of the life of the Mandis, that 
is often overshadowed and blurred 
out. Growing up amidst the inter-
secting universe of the two, set the 
perspective of being an outsider yet 
an insider, often resulting in an ex-
ploration of life on the other side of 
the shadow. Parts of the ceremonies 
and the subtle nuances are already 
lost and is preserved in memory and 
history. I chose to explore the rich 
ritualistic history of the Mandis in 
an attempt to capture the essence 
of the life and the living, a poetic 
harmony with all that surrounds us.
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