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Who is Misi Saljong?






















Annual
Agricultural

Cycle



When is Wangala?

Nature will bless,
Carry the essence
It is the cycle of
harvest,

an array of festivals






Mandis believe in good and bad
omen. The reality of O’pata is dictat-
ed by the dreames.






Rokimema?






god of rice
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pollution



Burning of the jhum
begins



. Rongchlingala

























In  Bangladesh, jhum

tion has been made illegal,

ing the cultures associated, lost.
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Insense from the Cha’chat tree is

L
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you may
find your
love in the
spirit  of
ove and
joy and
aughterin
the danc-
es and
songs for
the spirits
who have
blessed







songs and
dance and
laughter
of 50 or
more  dis-
tinct styles
to emulate
the  natu-
ral tones
of birds,
animals,
mountains,
oceans
and every-
day lives



It is not to worship,
but it is to thank
for all we have is
what nature gives
and it is nature
we must turn to






























Mandi is an indigeneous communi-
ty that has lost its written language
many moons ago, and is under con-
tinuous tension of losing its tradi-
tion. Their traditions are a reflection
of the reality of the universe. | chose
to blur the images to illustrate the
reality of the life of the Mandis, that
is often overshadowed and blurred
out. Growing up amidst the inter-
secting universe of the two, set the
perspective of being an outsider yet
an insider, often resulting in an ex-
ploration of life on the other side of
the shadow. Parts of the ceremonies
and the subtle nuances are already
lost and is preserved in memory and
history. | chose to explore the rich
ritualistic history of the Mandis in
an attempt to capture the essence
of the life and the living, a poetic
harmony with all that surrounds us.



In remembering and documenting
the ritualistic intonations through
the celebratory spirits of the Mandis.

In conversation with,
Antony Tatara Rabuga Rema

Photographed by,
Shehzad Chowdhury

and Mon Jomin

Referenced from a paper by,
Iris W. Thomas

by Avita Maheen



