
Kikuchi Yosai 

Nathan Newton 

Yosai appears contemplative in your painting, which ties in somewhat nicely to his biography as primarily a 
draughtsman/researcher. I use the term to describe Yosai’s work as paintings loosely, because his work is 
very flat in appearance over the internet and mono-chromed, like Yosai was a deep and sober thinker. I like 
that your intuition has worked really well to capture what Yosai was about in his practice: a researcher, 
Yosai delved deep into archaeological research on his chosen subject matter and in the selfish portrait there 
is a depth of blues and blacks, like deep-space travel, or a voyage into the unknown, like a constellation of 
stars has been thrown up into space, Yosai came across in his biography as being quite 
spiritual. Particularly, the white specks in Yosais beard I liked, which seems illustrative of stars in the 
cosmos. Cosmic thoughts? Yosai  is one with the cosmos and is embodied by the cosmos. 
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