strong marks of her colonial education— |
Romantic echoes abound—but her time in
London (1932-1936, 1938-1945) helped |
move her more actively along a vector of -

es across the region that would give peo-
ple in the metropole and beyond a sense of |
what it meant to hear home in the voiceson
the radio. On programs such as Calling the
West Indies and its successor, Caribbean

contributed to a richer sense of Caribbean
nationalism and black internationalism. For |
that reason alone she deserves our close,

sustained attention. . | | | | | |

'(she was his secretary in London during -
_his years of exile), Jamaican poet and folk- |
lorist Louise Bennett, Marcus Garvey, Amy

Salkey, Samuel Selvon, Venu Chitale, Harold

A word to home—a simple call across the es and in civilian jobs. The first to speak, a | an outstanding advocate who kept/ return- Moody, and other crucial figures in the his-

| waters to say not merely how we are doing, poet and playwright and journalist, the first | ing to Countee Cullen’s poignant question, tory of anti-colonialism, Pan-Africanism, |
 but what we're doing, and to reassure loved  black woman broadcaster for the BBC, is | “What is Africatome?” —and anti-racism. To enter into the archives
_ones that, indeed, we are well and are do- the occasion's luminous host: “Hello, West{ | [ [ 1] __ through her work and movements is to en-
~_ing good. But even more, a chance to close Indies. This is Una Marson, calling you from | There'sawell-known photograph of Marson, terinto an important history through aroom

~the distance through the warmth of a hu- London." Her bright voice makes her an apt | sitting at the center of a distinguished with her at the center, us peering over her

| __manvoice. It's World War Il, and people in emcee, but also adds to the spirit of uplift— | gathering, which includes T.S. Eliot, Venu shoulder to learn from her, following her |
—the Caribbeanare hungry for news fromand boosterism, even—that suffuses the film | Chitale; George Orwell;-and William Empson,--concerns and championing the causes she —

__about the people who have left for Britain reel. “I'm going to ask some of these West | all involved in the BBC monthly radio pro- spent her life fighting for—particularly, the |

| tojoin the war effort. They crave the voices Indians here to tell you something about our | gram, Voice. She's the only black woman in  need for us to be at home in the world: At

_ of those whose sounds no longer populate work in this country,” she promises. Royal | the room, a state of affairs all too familiar a time when the Windrush generation who |
_their| streets. So, they tune into the BBC  Air Force pilot; Air Traffic Control aircraft- | to her, and one that shaped her work and helped build Britain are being treated with

—to catch some news; maybe even capture woman; ambulance driver; Navy air-sea | activism, both of which pushed to create -ingratitude and disdain, many being abused i

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

'some measure of hope. And to hear their rescuers; Auxiliary Territorial Service plot- | rooms in which black women would be seen and even deported to countries they no |

own on the programme Calling the West ting officer; nurse; lumberjacks; Jamaica; | and heard.(In 1935, atthe 20th Annual Con-longer know as home as a result of Theresa

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

" Indies, with its mix of personal messages to  Trinidad; Bermuda; Barbados; St. Vincent; | gress of the International Alliance of Wom- May's “hostile environment policy, the life |
~ relatives and friends, stories of the contri- Antigua; British Guiana (now Guyana); British —en Suffrage and Equal Citizenship, where and work of Una Marson is all the more ur-
‘bution of West Indians to the war effort, and - Honduras (now Belize)—professions and | she represented Jamaica, she was again gent and deserving of our attention. Let's

- —another, piling up evidence that leaves no| challenged white feminists to include the that there will be work that calls across

'One can catch a glimpse of what Calling the doubt that West Indians were crucial to the | concerns and struggles of black women in ' the distance—many distances—to announce, |

‘West Indies might sound like by going to' Britishwareffort. —their advocacy). Her earlier poetry shows “Hello, Westindies"
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