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| | | | |
A lot of the blacks were frustrated in Man- | Euro é’a ount iég o interyene to stop the inva- seemed to be becoming a bloated pluto- n E well. And even after they divorce ELWF&h?f*
chester at that time; those at the University S hich of course did not succeed—and that crat overnight; however, it was a godsend e with the UNIA-ACL, she still shares some o
e in itself is a very interesting story. And Amy was : ; ~its founding beliefs. At the same time, she ¢ontin
had no facilities beyond the bar for relax- 9 IK‘ from the business angle hat | was kicked ﬁtg 9 ) k
t. d . town the Africans and West among the tounders of th Q‘ International rican out Of the CO—O erative CoIle e fOr | was ues to use and to/trade on her connection to hin
alqn'an m_ . Friends of Abyssinia, the major campaigning or- ; p . ge, roughout her life. When he di T 940, for ex
Indians who lived in the area als'o had few ﬂga%;_a ion. So | looked into_her E bit. Not very able to give myself full-time to the new iple, she starts writing thisbiography of him,
places to go. So | called a meeting and much, | confess, partly because I'm not a fan of work. | now proceeded further down Ox- which she carries around and rewrites but never
made an appeal: “The Indians and Chinese Marcus Garvey. | think his talking about the need to ford Road four blocks, towards All Saints finds a publisher for; she sets up organisations ir
have restaurants, what about us?” “We € pproud, t e Africar , TOT ATTICan uni y'—Lhct aS Cathedral and nearer the University. There 1is name righ pu itil her own d,;ﬂ‘ in1969. Sc
have no objections but we have no money.” absolute y fantastic, and he was clearly very good | found a tremendous building for £8 per 1 e does come back and back and back to Marcus
u i . o an - spreadi gflﬁy&ml age it he declared himself ) arvey, but at the same t sheldoes go off and
All right” | said. “I'll do it.” So throughmy | AF T e s g i week—four floors of it. PRI
) _ King ot Africal Tome thatsai Ir'nere s sometning a . do all sorts of other nings,
savings | was able to get a license for the bit wrong with you, Marcus Garvey. You clearly did It took me some £3,000 to renovate this,
Ethiopian Teashop; it was a building for not-do whatever reading-you-could-have possibly and | called it the Cosmopolitan. What my nJFuqan been one of the most widely-trav
which | only paid £4 per week and it had a one at that time. How on earth can you as a West distinguished it were its murals. You see, slled women of her generation. She seems to hav
basement, first and second floors; prices  -Indian, living in the USA, someone who has never | had a good friend who was an Austrian been-_nearlyeverywhere at some point, alway
: een-and-willnever o-Africe;-declare yourself " ) : : ith-different-hamesdifferentjobtitles- There-are
in property were very low, because I'just'thought, som ?ﬂng ng)‘n'e wrong in his head Jew ('d met him by chance in London) and aceswheresheis ’—spr beda Jasacio ogist, others
. ght, s = g cad. . . . ~ ace =3 e 5 st 2r's
Mar.whester had receded gre?tly durlngyj the | 4on't know if th t plished /e aay frdm Arll, bo- just atthe time | needed him, ‘.Jear: avp herel she's identified hs a writer lof researcher
period before the war, and things hadn't ise | know she had left Marcus but in a way she peared in Manchester. | told him, “It's not  _others where she's a theatre producer. But she
picked up again. _continued to support him. I didn't understand what a question of money, but racial prestige. shows up in allsorts of different places and—maybe
that was about|1? We have to make these white folks know his is a bit“Marcus Garv y-ish,” as well—=she meets
that we are enlightened. | want you to go groups and founds groups but does not necessail
stick around to see things through.
[...] After reconstruction, | was able to fit in ! ‘L* i '“_gLLf”" 1? 0s, when s e went pr :‘"“
tWenty'tWo tables, eleven on the ground O ue LaaT‘[l Dedrt. Shne ISItea ormer i nmreren
was particularly inspired by Ny iai waby's 201 floor and eleven above. In the basement | ‘
—essay on Amy As ,:EOO  Garvey, which describes installed two toilets, and used another part to town on this.” Well, he did and it took
the different social spaces that Ashwood Garvey as a coal room. | also rigged up a primitive him four months to complete it. He created
tup during her time here, and argues that these- fridge. The running of it was also straight- EWW | think there is this complication because murals of humanity, showing the contribu-
laES hen %“éts,?ha d t‘ Ignin ? ;'ﬂl € forward; | found a Hungarian woman, Mrs. Am :ra“ C;‘a'y ther f‘:It eU €g! II o °®| tion of each, wether African, Scots, Welsh
veloping and su Ining anti-colonial andjant-ais- . as € Cco-Tounder o ne nivers egro .
eoping and sustarning ant-colofia’ and am-tis™— adler, who was one of the many Jewish was e co-lpunder. ot the Lmiersal R0 or Austrian; he showed the common hu-
riminatory struggles.” Ashwood Garvey's first . . . Improvement — Association | {UNIA)and | the ; o
venture was the International Afro Restaurant, refugees in the city. (We met at the inter- African Communities League (ACL)—she and Manity through depicting the gardens of
hich|opened at 62 New Oxfard Street in1935.6 A National club.) She took over the place from Marc rted| th se_organis ions | together the world from Japanese style to English.
—yeai lat N t"H ther-with-ner Pa tner, the Trinidad e|ght n the morn|ng Unt” ﬁVe, When | came ir 91 f ‘Iu 1 befor tru Y gut married. Even the But |t wasn't a” just decorative. Take the
an calypso singer Sam Manning, st pened the = back from the University. | then joined Garvey-ists concede that Amy was a co-founder.. myral on the Poles; one part of the canvas
L 5 D Ao | A . . H - . .
lorerce Mjlls Social Ffl‘_‘{')sj a P”}ﬂ lub 2t 50 them in the preparations because most of Although the couple did not stay together forlong, - 5 4\ved the death of Poland in Europe with
dillia DU U’.,L nuie 199 ARSI nericu e Ourtrade Was done in the evenings upto mruic cid, arl 1y weriio nanuuiianct owiritn IIJ. the Cannons and the invasions1 and then in
Afro Women’s Centre &| Residential Club (later L ..
own as| the| Afro Peoples Centre) at lher home, midnight. Originally | had calculated that MS Wait a minute, | think it is important to empha- the New World we could see the Pole reap-
Number 1 Bassett Road in Ladbroke Grove.** | was~ If | was able to take £10 a day for four days sizet I:ﬁ( they are Jamaicans. And they were Jamaji-| P€aring, but this time what was portrayed
taken by Nydia's arguments about the underrecog- that would bring in £40 between Monday cans living inlthe US. That's part of this very com-| was the typical immigrant Pole leading the
ised role of such spaces in political moyements, - and Friday; then if one was able to take plicated hi tory, too. Who and what are you if you' charge against the blacks. | had him write
i ‘ﬁ}b?[i fc ea}' ”‘T ¢ dimensions of political ac- ¢20 per day over the weekend (the English arefa ‘tJ‘ ta Ci” ving |t : bl t‘fc' ,E" ' ete above this, “Whiter Mankind??" It made a
IVIS! at's whnere | began. H . . . H wasn et a ass migration rrom the Carippean 10 | P . .
i worker is paid on Friday), it V\_/oyld bring us the United States. | do wonder what that was like. 219 impact on t_he I_3Iack American so_ldlers
- MS Out of all of Hese|peaple fram all of thege con- about £100 a week. Well, this is exactly Sorry, go on. wh(_) were pouring into England at thls_
e QDQE:LI d researched, Amy was|the only wo what happened for about three months, period, and they reached also to the picture
There had been a huge outcry among the black - then suddenly a jump, and we skyrock- EWW |- was just fesponding-to-your remark-about- of the big Texan with his hat and his pistols,
opulation here in 1935 whenitaly invaded Ethiopia, eted to £50 per day. | felt ashamed that | how Amy left Marcus Garvey, but/in some sense drawn as a threat to the darkies.
ecause Ethiopia \was still indepen rg here continued to support/h here are aspects of his
veren’t many independen ountries left ir T P It;.aﬂ LIJula‘mﬁEﬁ h vas ne vily involved-in
rica. They organised a campaign to try to get the developing, that’s without question. It was her pro-
A
! I




It was of course fortunate that Manchester
became a base for many of these black
troops once America had entered the war,
because when these black boys heard they
came like wild men. It now took all my time,
and | had to buy 58, Oxford Road which |
used as a central base. This is where | did
all my ‘white-market’ operations—I| won't
say black-market! | made a big item of
goats, because at that time they were not
rationed, but we also used turkeys and
other meats. My job was to keep the two
restaurants supplied. We formed a link with
chaps from Cyprus (they became fraternal
members in our Pan-African Federation
later); | tended to use them as managers,
and employ a few Indian waiters and
Chinese. So it really was Cosmopolitan.
We had two Chinese cooks whom | had
brought over from Cardiff in charge of

the Chinese menu which was some thirty
dishes, and the Indians made curry dishes.

countries, annl{n with them about their nlnr\;; In so-

CI(‘IV, <=ncourageo tnem to D ccome pOIIEICGIIy aCtIVe
andorganise, and then kept on/moving. | suppose an

iconic example miaht be the Afro Peoples Centre
lconic-exampie mignt-be the Alro -eopies tentr

in London. Hamiiton Kerr, a white British Member
of Parliament, helped her to get a mortgage on
tha hanieal bt than waant aratind and tha Cantra
the house, but then wasn't around, and the Centre

wasn't able to keep up the repayments. Kerr him-
ured by the British Government to

self from l‘-\llly' Ashwood Gai"v‘e'y' be-
cause of her relationship with Claudia Jones, who
was an active communist—

A
aistance

MS She was a communist but not an active com-
munist! Therels a lot on Claudia Jones—when! | re-

AL

auseo tna[ Ine ol()er West |n(]|dn5 [nat i nd(] met
through my years here were beginning to die, | said

to Colin Prescod, “We really need to gather these

people to talk about Claudia because they'd all
worked with her, and they're not going [to be here

much lanaer” Thic waclin tha mid 1000 Claudia
mucnioRger— s Was i thhe MG toovsS,wiaubia

herseif had been dead for thirty years. But as you
know, she had founded the first major West Indfan

Cazattein 1069 d A chiveaad Ga
u(lLlJLIC i LoIJvoy aIILI I'\Illv F\)IIVV\JUU \Alﬂl VCV \IVCID III'

volved at the beginning./In any case, we did gather

them all together and it was tape-recorded and the
tapes are still available at'the British Library*?, | was
sunnoced to edit it but | The final bookll containe
supposed to edit it, but... The final book!® contains
some of the speeches and some historical material
fromme. There were conflicts at this gathering, very

baratice come o f 4o mann!

awhe
S, Decause some ai the peopie wno-were

polite
there had been communists Eln‘d others had not.
the British Comm

HURE \ DY
IMiNew IUIK (JIU aios

red
uwly HL)Llluug auOu‘t

racial issues. Or| colonial issues, until the 1950s.
So there were members of the Party who Fnund

e
e one

aat nri In some ways. 14 |+ took the Darh/ alona time

gatea 2YS oo g

eal V becc»me COm\m\UhIS)tE; if yOlJ ike. And some
hi - I
i

| =h
5
a
=
<
o 1
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EWW But to come back to Amy Ashwood Garvey,
which also connects/to how | met Marika: | was in

Nairvr-Vark v hihreranedlattha varvlact mat ida dlemla
INCGW TOT R I ululy darna aut uicvel y IASLITTHITULE, UIdITRS
to [the efforts of Nydia Swaby, | was able to visit
Patri

and Dhlllln Maillard, who are the dzlgn\hfpr

- R !

ndson of Lionel Ycllu who wrote the fi

biography of Amy Ashwood Garvey® and who went
to Bassett Road in the 1970s when the house was

and ¢

Soon, however, the two restaurants were
not enough, and so | opened another, The
Orient, near the University, and this was
only curries. Finally, | opened a club. It was
difficult to get a drinking licence, and the
easiest way was to open a club and we
called it Forum Club. This again had a good
cuisine, and | added the element of music
here with performances by the great ca-
lypsonians like Lord Kitchener. A number
of my African and West Indian colleagues
helped with the organization: Jomo Kenyatta,
for instance, at one time was in charge

of the Cosmopolitan; George [Padmore]
helped out with another small place | ac-
quired called the Belle Etoile. But the cru-
cial thing was planning the menus and the
supplies, and once we had organized this,
the thing went like clockwork.

Ras Makonnen, Pan-Africanism From Within. Nairobi: Oxford University Press 1973,
136-138.
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completely! derelict and | rescued what he could

of her napers and her manv tinpublished man -
O Ner papers ana ner-many unpuocisneamanu

scripts and took them back to his house in Brook-
lyn, where they remained until his death in 1986.

Ao I-L.AAA PN AAPPNZISN DI NPPINNE TP NSO 2 P S R

OUIIIE Uf uipsc d\JbuIIItII‘LD Were tracegoie out IIUL
everything, because| strange, mysterious, unre-
solved,! unanswered nllp:finnq exist as tol what's

........ AP R | -L ol

napp(*llcu LO Lriat dlL,lII\tU bll 1CC.

Qne of the fhmnr\ H’\”:f | wan vd ol

o)

to hav at

ave a
P = B

DI TIe| gn tne
West Indles National| Council—an | organisation

that cunprufc:rl the movement for West Indian in-

Sup over est
dependence in| the 1940s, and which, according
to the Schomburg Center's | database, contained

references to Amy Ashwood Garvey. But | 'did not
rererences to- AMy ASNWOO0G Garvey. but +aiG not

have time to look at it because | needed to go see
the/Maillards. | was trying to think if there might be
anv other nlasra +thavuarld vhiara | anddd fiad Hhaia
dlly ULIICI PIGL:C III I.IIC Wworiag-wnere i coua na tnis
FBI file)when T noticed|in the database entry that
their copy had been donated by you, Marika. Which
[N G -0 NN P VY DI ARV T P N R RPN P IO I R - |
PR IS Vvly IllLCVU:)LIIIH—'LIIdI. LIIU)I aian Lrave ie di=
ready, [[mean—that it was donated to them by you.
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ant to understand why the work that | make looks like it

human beings interact with each other and drama happens. An

if you work as a waitress in the same restaurant for many years, a

i did, whiist | was doing bits of pieces of kind of designing things—

| designed the restaurant’s interior, the menus, tables, and all

the rest

Rof,
Befor
he secret is in these words: “trained as a theatre designer.”
i is not quite the right ward. | left that theatre design course
and what I've learned in all those years since is, audience
is-incredibly impertant-And that carri a-through thewerk tha
now. | have a total belief that the work doesn't work until
" I PN R B life
1€ Space ana gudiences are Kind o1 preawning wneir own =
into the work. Bringing their own experience and mapping it over
my experience, over the top of bigger, much more traumatic expe-
i And nothing really works unless these conversations are
happening.
| left school and found out that | was inadequately trained to do
anything useful, so | decided to do something useful which was to
be a waitress. And as you ¢ agine, actually, | wasn't a very good
waitress either, but then again | learned that restaurants, like mar-
kets and streets and museums, are also theatrical places where
het 4 i h oth. d I A i
% ;

—you learn to watch people and to listen to them. Not in the way a
writer listens to dialogue. But to listen to how they behaved in their
space. They were performing in that space, and in a way, we wait-
resses were the audience for their performance. Men would come
in with women at lunch time, however men are at lunchtime with

women, and then come in the very same day in the evening with a
different woman, And we waitresses were young women, we began
tU Ulldtlbtd ldi }Uf hill dbL uthJW PE “;_‘I perorm in space:
t le}
i r
t e
Si h
i ar It
N N N . England, Their Presence, Status and Origjns.| Sherwopod, Kwame Nkrumah and the Dawn of ou have a beer. You went to restaurant to have a meal, and if you
‘resentful that I didn't teach her Hu rian so she|  tondon: Narratie eye 2015, the Cold Wars The West African Natignal Sec- Y neal, Y
g wanted to drink you had to go to a pub. You couldn’t do this French

1945148 London: Plut: 19
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ee: Marika Sherwood, “Race, Empire and |15 Lionel M. Yard Bi 7 Amy Ashwoo
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2, 2001, 1128, “Racism in i ", versal |Negro |mp| i Ne
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= can Life and History 1989
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ughterjwas the top student in every school and arika Sherwood, [Pastor Dariels EKarte | For mpre details, see hitps: heshow- ° SNy TeSTAUTalt Was,
. dlthel Affican Churahes.Mission. L . g Y talking 1976 in Britain. This is a time where restaurants were plac-
niversity she was in—it is not that she isn’t accept- Press 1994. es you went to eat a meal. You couldn’t go in a restaurant in Brit-
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