


microtones

instrument specifications

strings: the violin and violoncello players should be prepared to loosen and re-tighten their bows at multiple points in the piece.
adequate time should exist for this, but switching between multiple bows is perfectly acceptable if preferred by the performers.

piano: the pianist will need a metal guitar slide and a hard plastic card for use inside the piano and on the keyboard.
 in addition, the piano should be prepared with museum-quality putty so that the specified strings sound as the specified harmonics.

the pianist will also need an Indian harmonium, which is played in conjunction with the piano duringthe last third of the piece.
the piece was written with a Bhava harmonium used as reference.

performance notes



with the left hand, place four fingers as parallel as possible, stopping the strings with harmonic pressure. bow
close to the fingers on the strings indicated by roman numerals. follow the contour of the glissando while keeping
the fingers as parallel as possible.

with the left hand, stop the strings with harmonic pressure. rapidly move the bow parallel to the fingerboard
with light pressure, obscuring discernable pitch.

in conjunction with playing, speak given syllables as per the specified contour. 

tremolo between crine and legno.distorted and “crunchy”

no distortion, “airy”

irregular tremolo “quiver”: place metal guitar slide in diagonal position and tremolo across strings in a
frenetic “quivering” motion.

mute string with free hand.

hit general area of strings around given pitch with either metal slide or palm.

use una corda pedal as a percussive object by pressing down with a given amount of force.

sweep plastic card over middle register of keyboard without pressing down.

rattle sustain pedal to create percussive sound.

piano techniques

string techniques
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