architecture - centred photography

with an awareness of atmosphere.
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In a talk given at the architecture school of Aalto University and later during our
interview, Vesa Oiva, half of AoA architects mentioned the importance of atmos-
phere repeatedly: “[In Kaisa Talo, the University of Helsinki's new library] there are
three different voids, each with different atmosphere which changes on each
level due to spatial relationship of floor. The goal was to create the best atmos-
phere possible for learning: several different atmospheres are employed to suit
the varied needs of visitors.” The low ceilings common to this sort of building are
punctured by three parabolic voids, creating a stark contrast from the square ge-
ometry of the walls, floors, shelves and books. The building is large, changes from
one level to the next and is very different on each side: one facing the 18th & 19th
century neoclassical quarter designed largely by Engels, which feels studenty,
peaceful and reminiscent of the days of empire, the other facing one of the busi-
est and more urban parts of what is ultimately rather a quiet, empty city, is the
entrance to a busy metro sation, is crossed by cars and trams and filled with
shops. The building was shot several times during the winter of 2011 while still
under construction and finally during the first week of its opening in September
2012. All of this will be reflected in the eventual selection of photographs and is
perhaps hinted at here to some extent.

















































