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what is an audience?

In the context of a seminar, conference or research day, audience can be considered a counterpart to each 
speaker, lecturer, presenter, performer or such. Then the audience would be those who are present, but are 
not presenting at the moment. One way to check who are in the audience at any given moment is to read the 
program: the one whose name is mentioned along with the title of each session, is the one who is not in the 
audience. The rest of the attendees are. 

what is this book for?

The purpose of this book is to gather observations, thoughts and ideas on how to audience. This aims to add-
ress a lack of pedagogical material on methods, practices or skills of audiencing. To respect the collective na-
ture of most audiences the generation of such material is through this book opened as a collective endeavor.

how to use this book?

If and when you are at the moment in the audience, I invite you to describe the nature of this being in words. 
You are welcome to write these descriptions on the pages of this book. As help for writing, you may want to 
use following questions:

	 how does/did the audience appear?
	 how are we audiencing?
	 what is happening in/to the audience/us/me?
	 what do I/we sense?
	 what do I/we feel?
	 what do I/we do?
	 how am I a part?
	 how am I / are we related?
	 what does audiencing require from me/us?

Also, you are welcome to read what has already been written in the book and make use of any pedagogical, 
artistic or para-artistic information that these writings may contain, or any inspiration that they may offer to 
what you write.

When you are ready, please give the book to someone else in the audience.



This book is a part of the doctoral research project by Tuomas Laitinen, titled The Question of the Audience. 
The project is realized as artistic research at the Performing Arts Research Center Tutke, Theatre Academy, 
Uniarts Helsinki. The main interests of the project are what is an audience, who are in the audience, why to 
audience and how to audience1.

When writing in this book anonymously you give your consent for the text to be sited anonymously and used 
anonymously according to the privacy notice.

When writing in the book with your name you give your consent for the text to be sited with your name and 
used according to the privacy notice. 

Privacy notices are avalilable inside the back cover of the book. 
 

Contact
Tuomas Laitinen
phone: +358 50 4672647
email: tuomas.laitinen@uniarts.fi

audience: drafts 1-x -series available in Research Catalogue:
https://www.researchcatalogue.net/view/445803/451564

1 Audience is here used as a verb instead of the common use as a noun. This approach has been used previously also by Olive 
Bieringa and Otto Ramstad from BodyCartography Project.



Information for Research Participants in the research study The Question of the Audience

Participation in this study is voluntary. You can discontinue your participation in the study at any time. 
Should you discontinue your participation, you will not be subject to any negative consequences, but infor-
mation gathered from you up until the point of cessation of your participation may be used in the study.

1. The subject of the research study

This research arrangement is a part of the studies leading to a degree of Doctor of Arts, taking place at 
Uniarts Helsinki, and realized as artistic research. This research project aims to study what is, who is, why to 
be and how to be an audience. 

2. Writing

The material is collected through attending events and related writing.

3. How and on what basis your personal data is processed in the study

This research uses as its material the thinking produced by different audience members. The collected mate-
rial may be used in publications related to or contained in the research. The writer of each text may be disclo-
sed, except in the situation where the writer chooses to stay anonymous and expresses it through not disclo-
sing their name.

The text materials are stored in locked spaces and protected by passwords, to which only the reseacher and 
his supervisors have an access to. 

The material in digital format is processed and stored on an external hard drive. The material is stored a ma-
ximum of five years after the finishing of the research, after which it is destroyed. The quotations will however 
remain as part of the research.

The justification for the processing your personal data is your consent (expressed through signing your text). 
In this research Uniarts Helsinki and the reseacher function as joint registrars.

4. Transfer of your data to non-EU/ETA countries

Your data is not transferred to non-EU/ETA-countries.

5. Measures taken to protect your data

The following measures are taken in this research study to protect your rights:
- The research study has a research plan
- The person responsible for the research study is Tuomas Laitinen 
- Personal data is only processed and transferred for the purposes of mentioned in this privacy statement, 
and information is handled in a manner so as not to reveal information about a specific person to external 
parties.



6. The rights of the study participant in the study

Your rights are
- Your data is not used in automatized decision-making or profiling
- The right to access your data
- The right to move your personal data to another registrar
- The right to ask for the removal of your data
- The right to contact the data protection officer of Uniarts Helsinki, if you have demands on the processing 
of your personal data: 
Antti Orava: PL 1, 00097 TAIDEYLIOPISTO, Email: tietosuoja@uniarts.fi, Phone: +358 294 47 3568
- If you suspect that your personal data has been used against data protection legislation, you have the right 
to make a complaint to the supervisory authority, data protection supervisor 
(read more: http://www.tietosuoja.fi).  

If you have any questions, contact the reseacher:
Tuomas Laitinen
Phone: 050 4672647
Email: tuomas.laitinen@uniarts.fi


