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Elsa Kosmack Vaara is a classical- and baroque violist who extended her profession through
studies in architecture, and Design. Elsa has worked as explorative interaction designer and
researcher at Mobile Life VINN Excellence Centre and is currently employed at RISE. She received
her PhD in Human Computer Interaction from the KTH Royal Academy of Technology in
Stockholm 2017 researching aesthetics of felt temporal interaction through music, Sourdough Baking
and interactive technology. She is a graduate in classical music from Royal University College of
Music in Stockholm and she has a Master’s degree in interaction design from Umed Institute of
Design.

2018 - RISE, Research Institutes of Sweden.

2007- 2017 Mobile Life VINN Excellence Centre at Stockholm University
Partners: SICS and KTH, Ericsson, Microsoft Research, Nokia, TeliaSonera, IKEA, ABB,
Movinto Fun, Rebel & Bird, City of Stockholm, Kista Science City, STING

2013-2017 Phd student At KTH, Royal Institute of Technology

2005 May- Dec Industrialdesigner employed at Umea Social service. Interior design for
safety and welcomming.

2003-2007 Designhégskolan Umed Universitet
Ma Interaction Design, Ba Industrial Design

2004- May-Aug Internship at Husqvarna productdesign, Sweden. (power and performance)

2000-2006 Principal viola of barockensemble ’ensembleZimmermann”,
Aarhus Danmark.

2000-2003 Aarhus school of Architecture, Denmark.

2000-2003 Violaist: Kristina from Duvemala (Cirkus, Stockholm), Uppsala Chamberorchestra,
Swedish Chamberorchestra, Norrbotten Chamberorchestra, Aarhus Symphonyorchestra.

1993-1997 Malmé6 Academy of music, Royal College of Music in Stockholm (Edsberg)
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Workplace Safety with Interactive Textiles. In Proceedings of the 2020 ACM International
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Domova, V., Aranda Mufioz, A., Vaara, E., & Edoff, P. (2019, November). Feel the Water:
Expressing Physicality of District Heating Processes in Functional Overview Displays. In
Proceedings of the 2019 ACM International Conference on Interactive Surfaces and Spaces (pp. 229-
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Akner Koler, C., Kosmack Vaara, E., G6ran Rodell, A., & Bjornstad, N. (2018). Aesthetic driven Co-
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2018, Design School Kolding, Denmark.

Anticipation as resting and pausing in felt time by Elsa Kosmack Vaara & Cheryl Akner Koler
Anticipation 2017

Kosmack Vaara, E. (2017). Exploring the Aesthetics of Felt Time (Doctoral dissertation, KTH Royal
Institute of Technology).
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Tholander, Elsa Kosmack Vaara, Jarmo Laaksolahti, In proceedings of DIS 2017.

Simbelis, V. V., Ferreira, P., Vaara, E., Laaksolahti, J., & H66k, K. (2016, May). Repurposing bits and
pieces of the digital. In Proceedings of the 2016 CHI Conference on Human Factors in Computing
Systems (pp. 840-851). ACM.
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Proceedings of the 13th International Conference on Human Computer Interaction with Mobile
Devices and Services (pp. 725-728). ACM.
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Kosmack Vaara, E. Silvidsan, 1., Stahl, A., H66k, K. (2010). Temporal Relations in Affective Health.
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