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Research Questions: 

1. Did George Lloyd change his way of composing from Symphony no. 10 via Royal 
Parks to Diversions on a Bass Theme?  

a. In what way does George Lloyd treat the following compositional elements in 
each piece? 

i. Structure 
ii. Harmony 

iii. Thematic material 
iv. Musical Tension 

b. In what way does the treatment of these elements differ in each piece? 
2. Did George Lloyd succeed in combining his own views with the demands of the test-

piece commissions, to write an appropriate test-piece? 

Summary of Results:  

Cornish symphonic and opera composer George Lloyd has written several compositions for 
brass, starting with a symphony for brass ensemble (Symphony no. 10) and then several test-
pieces for brass band. The commission of test-pieces for brass band contests appears to be 
guided only by implicit criteria for these sort of compositions. Lloyd’s first test-piece, Royal 
Parks, apparently did not meet the criteria and his second test-piece, Diversions on a Bass 
Theme, did. This thesis investigates if George Lloyd changed his way of composing to write 
an appropriate test-piece, by a detailed analysis of Symphony no. 10, Royal Parks and 
Diversions on a Bass Theme. Besides that the thesis will try to answer the question if Lloyd 
was able to combine his own musical views with the demands of the test-piece commissions. 
The main findings are that Lloyd remained within his own musical language when writing the 
test-pieces, however he made some decisive choices regarding structure, form and thematic 
material that influenced the compositions significantly. He did partially succeed in combining 
his own views with the demands of the test-piece commissions.  
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