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A-Z
Notes on A-Z Type Display Units 
(After Kiesler and Krischanitz)’

Artist-curator Gavin Wade is creating an 
A-Z alphabet of display structures adapted 
from the artistand architect Frederick 
Kiesler’s ‘L-Type’ and ‘T-Type’ Display 
Unit’s of 1924 and Adolf Krischanitz’s 
‘Secession Mobile Wall System’ of 1986.

    ‘a new language of form’

Both display systems were made in 
Vienna, Kiesler’s for the ‘Exhibition of 
New Theatre Technique at the 
Konzerthaus, and Krischanitz’s as a 
permanent wall system as part of his 
renovation of the Vienna Secession. 

The structure of Wade’s new display units 
are loosely based on Kiesler’s attempts to 
develop a new language of form for 

installation through a grouping of freestanding 
demountable supports. Each unit deploys a 
careful balance of vertical, horizontal and 
diagonal beams, slatted surfaces and plinths or 
seats for the adjustable positioning of artworks 
for display. 

P is for Portrait, the P-Type Display Unit plays 
host to a number of artworks operating as a 
curated microcosm or a complete exhibition.
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