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A Shamanic Performance to Approach the Origins of Art

The performance you see through my eyes is both material and immaterial: the hand 
draws lines, and the fire reveals the cuts in the cave rock. 

The mind of my body is divided into two symmetrical parts that act together: my left 
hand cuts white lines in the flesh of the cave, and my right hand gives them life by 
moving the flame. 

I breathe in the rhythm of cutting the stone, or maybe I cut the stone in the rhythm 
of my breathing. 

I feel outside of my physical body, and the rock and the fire shape my heartbeat, 
the blink of my eyes and the rhythm of cutting the stone. 

I cut the stone as I skin an animal, in the same rhythm, with the same short and 
pressed movements and I no longer feel my body weight, but only the sound of 
scratches, the heat of the flame and the smell of smoke. 

This is the new reality in which I begin to exist, with gestures guided by the surface  
of the stone wall of the cave, which I kill with each cut of the bone blade. 

The act of sacrificing the wall-animal, the movements of my body and the  
disembodiment were all transferred to the lines of the drawing on the wall. 

Do you see my body movements in it? 

Do you feel the pain of sacrificed stones? 

Do you understand what art means?
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