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about the piece

I see the grand piano as a loom, and as the biggest string instrument in the orchestra. When two of these are combined it s
as if a big woven landscape of threads reveals itself as tapestry.

Woven Fingerprints is written for Ellen Ugelvik and Andreas Ulvo and they have been crucial in the process.

Their fingerprints are very present. Traces of Ellen and Andreas is brought out to the orchestra in different ways.

All the material is in some way sourced from my intense listening to Ellen and Andreas’s playing. When I ask them to play
a simple g, I can hear which one of them are playing. There’s something in the attack, something in the timing, something
in the expression. I love the way they command their loom, and find the combination of the two of them complementary.

When composing this piece, I am like Alice in Wonderland. I am wandering around, opening doors, looking closer at stuff
- walking forward, going back - turning around - falling into a secret tunnel....

And like it is for Alice, the logic is not always very understandable.

The orchestra is revealing hidden sounds to admire, and the soloists are weaving all the impressions together.

Performance

Solist: two grand pianoes, preferable Steinway D

Flute 1 Hornin F 1 Timpani Strings
Flute 2 Hornin F 2 Percussion 1 (at least 12-10-8-6-4)
Oboe 1 Hornin F 3 Percussion 2
Oboe 2 Hornin F 4 Percussion 3
Clarinet in Bb 1 Trumpet in C 1 Harp
Clarinet in Bb 2 Trumpet in C 2
Bassoon 1 Tenor Trombone 1
Bassoon 2 Tenor Trombone 2
Bass Trombone
Tuba

percussion 1: percussion 2: percussion 3:
bass drum sand paper blocks medium tamtam
chinese gongs metal bowl marimba
chinese becken finger cymbals large tamtam
cymbal tubular bells vibraphone
tamburin piccolo snare drum bongo drum
sping coil very large tamtam tamburin
claves chinese becken wood block
metal maracas brass gobblets glockenspiel
triangles crotales

steel plate

spring coil

tamburin
World premiere:

Kilden, Kristiansand 14/1 2016

Solists: Ellen Ugelvik & Andreas Ulvo
Orchestra: Kristiansand Symfoniorkester
Conducter: Ingar Bergby



Comments on notation and performance technique:

Woodwinds and brass:

< - Diamond note heads are to be performed as a mixture of both pitch and breath noise. The resulting tone quality should
be light and airy.

B - Square note heads are to be performed tonelessly. The performer fingers the specified note but only blows air,
not pitch.

j - flutter

~~"—"— -vib. - more vib,

—3— —3— —3—

J - blow air trough instrument. No pitch.

frims)

- same tone trill

I ql- one quarter tone flat
slowly - bend

: - one quarter tone sharp

Flute: Trombone:
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sing - rapid open/close, continually

— e - play A with flutter + sing gliss note
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on bridge
- bow on strings - no pitch, with flagolette pressure. Damp the string to produce a breath-like sound
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- play with flagolette pressure.
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- the group should not be syncronized

% - gliss with minor 3rd trill



Solo Pianos:

All events on strings without specified pitches are assosiated with a spesific numbered
point placed on the piano, except cluster chords (spesified below).

The pianist will need four metal sticks, plectrums (heavy gauge), four big, soft make up
brushes, two hard brushes (natural bristle or plastic) and a heavy glass slide.

1 - on lower register strings

2 - on lower middle register strings
3 - on upper middle register strings
4 - on top register strings

5 - on extreme top register strings
A - on beam

B - on beam

- hit with flat hand. On top of left side if symbol is placed in lower register,
on top of right siden if symbol is placed in top register

- hit with flat hand. Below keys on left side if symbol is placed in lower register,
below keys on right siden if symbol is placed in top register

=B - hit with flat hand on beam. Marked with A or B

~ - pluck strings with fingernail
s - play with plectrum on strings

+ - damp strings with hand near tuning pegs

- play with fingertips

- play with soft brush (big, soft make up brush)
- play with hard brush (natural bristle or plastic)
- the range of cluster chords on keys should be at least a fifth, but no more than a major seventh.

J - cluster chord in low register

-When playing inside the piano, a straight line in the score indicates that you should use your hand like a
brush in one direction only, keeping your fingers still.

The left example under means a glissando on strings on upper middel register, played with fingertips.

The event starts two times, the second starting before the first finishes.

A wavy line indicates that you should introduce irregularities in the directonality of the hand movement,
while using your fingers to create a bisbigliando-like sound (the irregularities should not desturb the overall
direction that the line indicates). this also applies when using a brush. The right example under means: play
with a soft brush on upper middel register strings, add fingertips when the wavy line doubbles. In the end:
unse only soft brush.

Register:

slide a metal stick rapidly up and down the strings in circular movements

)
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Durata: ca 23 min - Woven fingerprints-

COMMISIONED BY KSO WITH SUPPORT FROM THE NORWEGIAN ART COUNCIL

®slide a metal stick rapidly up and down the strings in circular movements

Therese B. Ulvo - 2015
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circular bowing
unsyncronized
circular bowing
unsyncronized

circular bowin,
unsyncronized

— p
pPpp
slow bow (1 stroke)
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