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Lamont Gallery Phillips Exeter Academy



CLEWV:

ARICH AND REWARDING DISORIENTATION

Deborah Barlow, Todd Hearon, Jung Mi Lee & Jon Sakata

January 20 — April 15, 2017

Opening Reception: Friday, January 20, 5-7 pm
Gallery Talk: Saturday, January 21, 10 am

Clew: The word can mean variously a ball of yarn, part of a ship's sail, and an
expanse of wings. The most famous clew in Western culture was the ball of thread
given to Theseus by Ariadne, used to guide the hero back through the labyrinth of
the Minotaur. Over time clew has come to mean “a fact, circumstance, or principle
which, being taken hold of and followed up, leads through a maze, perplexity,
difficulty, intricate investigation” (OED). The labyrinth in that famous story is often a
metaphor for what is baffling, complex and unfathomable. But a labyrinth can also
suggest the mysterious and uncanny. Wandering through a maze—to be in a state of
“amazement”—can be a rich and rewarding disorientation. When sailing in
uncharted waters, the clew we need is one that brings us into proximity to the
unknown and then back out again. Wings open and expand.

Clew: A Rich and Rewarding Disorientation is an artistic collaboration that emulates
the labyrinth with its confluences and unexpected turnabouts. Using overlays of music,
poetry and visual arts, four artists give viewers and listeners new ways to see, hear and
navigate a tripartite, intricately layered world. Within the setting of a physical gallery
space, all three formats intermingle freely, and scheduled events shift the central focus
from poetry to sound to the visual. Experienced individually or collectively, Clew
compounds and expands into a journey of multidimensionality and surprise.

Visit the Lamont Gallery website to learn more about additional programs in conjunction with this exhibition.
Lamont Gallery programs are supported in part by the Michael C. Rockefeller ’56 Visiting Artists Fund.
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Gallery Hours

Mondays: By appointment
Tuesdays-Fridays: 9-5

Saturdays: 10-4

Closed Sundays and between exhibitions.
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