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corridors, incorporatng movement, exchange, places for meeting, walching, talking, trading,
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communities. me density and massing of development, location and spatial of . Industrial, . 35 and No urbanlty Messy, low cost cutter, disntegrating urban fabac based on opportunistic and
horticultural buidings and infrastructure and research facilites etc. of land based on land avadabdty due to

re-use
decline of industry. not sutable locaton



proposals :

PROPOSAL ASSUMPTIONS

: The spatial planning decision-making framework is simplified and co-ordinated to ensure the
implementation of a long-term strategy.

: Derelict and contaminated land reclaimed, having a neutral value and therefore no longer
determining location of urban architecture o¢ topography.

: Reversal of population decline.

: Car use and dependency reduces dramatically.

: industrial al and market t is based around the canals, trains
and trams rather than the roads.

: Land values are increased through high end uses

: Distance is expensive.

+ Industrial and bio agriculture and engineering develop significantly.

: Density of development is accepted as a key for sustainable urban living

: Seif-sufficiency, low energy consumption (water and power) become vital components of urban
Ife (allotments, walking to work, using local resources)

: Location therefore becomes vitally important, but in a globally connected network

: Research centres related to land reclamation (fungi) and high tech manufacturing (bio-
composites) atiracted to the area, in association with local universites and schools.

urban topography

PROPOSALS * Responsive to geology, topography. ecology. soils. cultural history, future
agnculture, industnial agnculture and research and recr needs. Itis i

to create views, expose horizons and demenstrate local, regional and international connections.

A highly articulated and distinctive urban 9 y defines the quality and

of the region and its individual villages. Intensive urban landscape infrastructure between the villages
gives a sense of identity to each centre.

A number of typologies infiltrate the urban structure: « Heath and pine, woodlands, lakes and
wetlands, marsh, osier beds and willow woods. + Orchards, aliotments, garden centres, fruit
growing. * Intensive, high-end value industrial bio agriculture such as jute, hemp, flax or other high
value agricultural products. « Parkland, gardens. + Wilderness.

This is not the countryside in the city, but a of new urban Y pok Urban
qualities come from its character, including the sturdiness, scale and quality of the boundaries, paths,
seats, lighting, entrances and other faciktes

Works with the horizons, hills and plains. Emphasises horizon, through woodland, beacons.
exposing topography etc. Establishes view cormdors and sky contours from all centres towards local
and regional beacons, Emphasises contours by views, changes in texture and typology.
Estabishes a network of international reference points contributes to cultural exchange and
development.

urban floor

PROPOSALS : Created by transport corndors, tramways, streets, canals, railways, the public
realm such as town squares, plazas, village greens, markets, cafes, promenades, walkways, parks,
cycle ways etc. Exploits and works with layer 1 above. Orientated to exploit views. Connects locally
and regionally to the urban topography. Provides a for de Is in
visual quality and character from village to village

urban architecture

PROPOSALS = Exploits and works with layers 1 and 2, developing a new, interdependent
relati hip urban form and landscape architecture

Thin out built development from land over 175 metres, intensify development between 150 and
175m. Aggregate built form into discrete, fragmented structure based on villages. Creates wetland
villages in the floodplain. Uses urban centres located at 150 metres as starting points for beacon
views of surrounding landscape. Massing and density contnbutes 1o accentuating topography and
character. Uses new industrial agricultural composites (based on hemp, jute and flax) as housing
elements - prefabricated to assemble and disassemble easily. Orientated to exploit sun and
protect from wind

proposed new
centres

existing centres
made compact

create new
dynamic centres

ad}acent to
canals and other
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Global connections would

architects and landscape arc i
the world) to create local links to the villages of the Black Country _
. . and opportunities for development, sponsorship
and reciprocal projects. These could include viewin
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rSeYs’eNn‘inesi n opportunities for artists,
of destination (across

itects from the ci

and its

platforms, bridges,

places to sit, terraces, cafés, bars, theatres and studios, school projects,
shared research and exchange programmes.

The first major international festival to mark the Black Country’s global
network should be planned for 2015.



