Queer Reading the Herritage
Workshop, lead by Rising Lai
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Hi, I am Rising Lai

#designer #artist
#taiwan #netherlands
#object #materialculture
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0 guess you can call me



Why having this workshop?

During my study, I realised that how
heritages are described in the institution
affects the way we learn about the
culture. The narrative is hierarchical, and
so does the mind behind it.






Rotterdam experienced quite a few riots in the seventeenth century, but these mostly had
to do with tensions at the national level. But in 1690 there was no internal unrest in the
Republic of the Seven United Netherlands. William III had been king of England for just
two years and had held sway as stadtholder over five of the seven provinces since 1672. It
was peace and quiet in the Republic.

In spite of that peace, apparently in the last months of 1690 a situation could arise in
Rotterdam in which the whole city was in revolt, gates were closed, bridges were taken
down, houses looted and cannons roared through the streets. The riot seems to be a
unique Rotterdam affair. Rotterdammers who, in 2015, whiz by tram between North and
South Rotterdam over the Schiedam dike along the Leuvehaven, are traveling past the
backdrop of a real Rotterdam riot.









What is queer reading?

It is a technique that came out of queer theory in the late 1980s through the 1990s and
is used as a way to challenge heteronormativity by analyzing places in a text that use
heterosexuality or identity binaries.

-- Siobhan Somerville, Eve Sedgwick

Queer readings challenged heteronormativity, and they often did so by searching for
cracks and fissures in supposedly heteronormative surfaces, which revealed subversive
queer connotations.

-- Jenny Bjorklund

Queer readings of texts allow audiences, queer or not, to see the possibility for queerness
in media that does not explicitly name LGBTQ identities.
-- Adrienne Shaw, Christopher J. Persaud

Queer reading provides a lens and an approach to excavate and interpret the way (cultural
material) already is sexed, and, further that it begin to interpret the ways in which it
is explicitly heterosexed, by turning our attention to the subjectivities that we take for
granted.

-- Caitlin L. Ryan, Jill M. Hermann-Wilmarth
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Crafting Desire (2022)

As a dowry, the craft of the traditional Taiwanese bed
documented the ideal projection of marriage from
family and society — gender role, patriarchy, fertility,

and heterosexuality. How can I, as a queer, relate to the
traditional bed within my culture and what it represents?



What will happen this workshop?

9 3 1

Queer reading methods Collections to read Documentation



Queering the canon

Focus on undermining the hegemony of heterosexuality.

Texts have depth

Semantic layers can be uncovered by literary
critics.

Resistant readings

Reading counter reveals the author's inherent
sexism/ heteronormativity.

Searching for cracks

Revelling subversive queer connotation under
the supposedly heteronormative surface.



Queering the canon

Critiques about the approach

Miss the surface

Assuming the true meaning is behind it may miss the text
on the surface.

Useless for explicit queerness

Maria Margareta Osterholm  The text cannot be analysed with the symptomatic reading
approach if the queerness is not hidden underlayer.

Dominated by whiteness

Tara Atluri, Mara Lee Gerden  Ignorance of other norms when reading well-established
literary tropes that excluded non-white bodies.



Intersectional perspectives

Combining with the postcolonial theory, analysing the normative background widely.

Queer reading as a tool

Even though queer reading is centred on the
hegemony of heterosexuality, it can also be
used to analyse other power dimensions.

Challenging the norm

Exposing how subversive characters are
under the taken-for-granted norm and power
structure.

Postcolonial theory

Pointing out the history of oppression and
violence toward non-white bodies, especially
in the western context.



Queering new genres

Understand that queer characters are misrepresentative and stigmatising being used as
criminals in the genre.

Queerness and criminality

In the crime fiction genre, non-normative gender
or sexual identity are used to create surprise, and
these characters are often criminals.

Finding new approaches

There are more affirming ways to depict queer
gender and sexuality than criminal activity. As
well as critiques of heteronormative society.



Queer and crip readings

Considering the past condition of homosexuality and transgender being seen as a
deviation from normal sexual development and a threat to a healthy nation.

Queerness and disability

Demonstrate how queerness is connected to
disability and asynchrony.

Critical intervention

Interrogate the use of disabled and disfigured
subjects by queering and cripping LGBTQ+
representations.



Uses of queer fiction

See slash fiction as a political activity. The use of queer fiction is a means for young
people to take a more active role in their media consumption.

Mainstream deconstruction

The contrary sexual orientation of the
character in derivative work can be seen as the
deconstruction of mainstream stories.

Author's agency

Use sexual identity formation theories to
emphasise the agency of authors from the social
development perspective.



Queering national literary history

Induce the representations of queer characters from national literature to understand
how the narratives are constructed.

Overview of gay characters

Provide an overview of queer characters
from canonical works mainly written by
heterosexual authors.

Narrative construction

Explores the narrative concerning gender,
social-politic, and legendary contexts.

Heteronormative frame

Analyse how normativity or male gaze
governed the gender expression of queer
characters.



Materialist perspectives

Examine the trope and show how processes of othering take the place of figurative
language.

Hidden path

Explore the hidden path, histories, and
connections in language, which lead to the
neutrality of texts.

Language embodiment

Acknowledge who embodies the language
because people are given power and agency
through text.



Trans readings

Conduct trans reading as a practice for containing trans views in reading.

Broaden the terminology

Includes other possibilities more than just the
modern understandings of LGBTQ+ terminology.

Alias and connotation

Search for the alias and connotations been used
to research the gender variations in different
eras.
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Let's take a break!

or not (?)



Queer Reading the Herritage



Let's imagine a zine!

or not (?)



